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Humans are amphibians—half spirit and half
animal. As spirits they belong to the eternal world, but
as animals they inhabit time.

This means that while their spirits can be directed to
an eternal object, their bodies, passions, and
imaginations are in continual change, for to be in time
means to change. Their nearest approach to constancy,
therefore, is undulation—the repeated return to a level
from which they repeatedly fall back, a series of troughs
and peaks.

... As long as [humans live] on earth, periods of
emotional and bodily richness and liveliness will
alternate with periods of numbness and poverty. The
dryness and dullness ...are merely a natural
phenomenon. [God] relies on the troughs even more
than on the peaks; some of His special favorites have
gone through longer and deeper troughs than anyone
else.

The reason is this. ... He reallgeswant to fill the
universe with a lot of ... little replicas of Himself—
creatures whose life, on its miniature scale, will be
qualitatively like His own, not because He has absorbed
them but because their wills freely conform to His. He
wants servants who can finally become sons. [He] wants
a world full of beings united to Him but still distinct.

And that is where the troughs come in. ... Merely to
override a human will (as His felt presence in any but
the faintest and most mitigated degree would certainly
do) would be for Him useless. He cannot ravish. He can
only woo ... He will set [his children] off with

(Continued on page 2)
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It's not by looking at
God that you learn
who Jesus is; it's by
looking at Jesus that
you learn who God is
He’s the image of the
_ invisible God. There
oo is no contrast.
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(Continued from page 1)

communications of His presence which, though faint, seem grehém,
with emotional sweetness, and easy conquest over temptation ... $ooner
later He withdraws, if not in fact, at least from th@nscious experience,
all those supports and incentives.

He leaves [them] to stand up on [their] own legs—to carry out from thy
will alone duties which have lost all relish. It is during suchigioperiods,
much more than during the peak periods, that [they grow] into thefsort
creatures He wants them to be. Hence, the prayers offedrgness are
those which please Him best... [Satan’s] cause is never modanger
than when a human, no longer desiring, but still intending, to do [God’s
will, looks round upon a universe from which every trace of Hienss to
have vanished, and asks why he has been forsaken, and still obeys.

From The Screwtape Letter€hapter 8. The book is originally written in tkeice of a
demon to his young protégé. The voice has beeredlteere in the interest of clarity.

The pictures are a scripture. Each picture may ¢dika
the word, or be a clue about it. Can you figure thet
scripture? The answer is on the bottom of page 11.
Thanks to Steve Schroepfer in Antigo, WI for seqdin
“Scripture Pictures” to us

Hint: the first word rhymestivi‘pet”




The Relevance Test
By Dan Mayhew

RELEVANT (rel’'uh-vant) Bearing upon or connected with the matter
hand; to the purpose; pertinent...

What is really relevant to me and the litechand? I've watched more TV
lately than | care to admit and I've discovered thach of what | see doesn't pass
the relevance test.

| don't take “the purple pill.”

I'm not in the market for a new car—I'd bugeod used one anyway.

Don't need a new mattress, or care howittteand famous have fun.

I'm non-partisan. Neither major party refleeny views. Republicans eat at
the trough of the free market, believing that kies and generosity are bred into
the corporate soul. Democrats worship at the altagivil government, thinking
that public service and pure motives are corolfariehen, there are special interest
parties who see the world through green glassdéisrough the lens of theocracy.
Nope. I'm opting out. Non-partisan.

| want to be a disciple of Jesus of Nazarktlon't want to have Jesus as a
mistress—to tryst with at church, but go home to Whomarried to. | don’t want
the new millennium Christ that is a mere shadowvhd Jesus is as the son of
God; | want the first century Jesus who is the emstone of real faith but only the
inspiration for pretenders to it.

Here is the challenge: discover what isvaté to those of us who are mere
sojourners in time. Jesus sketched the challenghdnterms of being “in the
world” while not being “of the world.”

Who am 1? Better put, where am I? | am betwevo worlds: in one, but not
of it; bound for another, but for the time beingubd TO the one I'm in. If that is
true, if | and other Christ followers are “betweem worlds,” then the question of
relevance is vital. What really matters?

Where do we fit in this world—or do we fitalt?

I've been reading a book calldthe Reformers and Their Stepchildrén.
highlighted this paragraph:

It is implied in the New Testament vision that Gtianity is not a culture-

creating thing but rather a culture-influencing oné&herever the Gospel is
preached human society becomes composite; hemme #ie culture is the
name given to the total spiritual heritage of arienpeople, there can never
be such a thing as a Christian culture; there catyde cultures in which the
influence of Christianity is more or less apparent.

The challenge is to pick through the puniles and new cars; the fast food
and loose facts, and lay hold of the things thatimportant to an eternal God and
valuable to an eternal people. I'm not here to whstones, build walls, or tear
down the establishment. I'm here to live like acsmper and love like a follower
of Jesus.



Helping Children to Participate Actively

By Anne Thiessen, George Patterson and Galen Currah,

Before Jesus fed thousands in the wilderness, Hedahis disciples what
resources they had. Andrew replied that a boy hadlfaves and two fish. Jesus
took this boy’s offering and fed the crowd (Joh®-&0). Early church writers
reported that this boy later became a ChristiaddeaChildren who take aactive
part in God’s work develop spiritually more readihan those who merely listen
passivelyto teachers.

A wise Christian leader will recognize withildren have to offer. If a leader
lets children become bored and passive during vipiestd other weekly activities,
then many will fail to grow up using the gifts anesources that the Master has
given them.

Guidelines to Mobilize Children

1. Children benefit from working and playing with adults and with children of
different ages.

*  Children of every culture desire the friendshiplafer youths.

*  To develop socially, children should balance tirperg with children of
their age with time spent playing and working vttlese of different ages.

*  Traditional public schools and Sunday Schools ofteny children such
opportunities, segregating them abnormally by age.

*  We should free children from the stifling, sociallpmaging practice of
consistently clustering children of the same age.

2. Children love to act out Bible stories for aduk during weekly worship.*

*  Before the worship time, children can meet witteacher and prepare a
short dramatization of a Bible story that relatethie adults’ study topic.

*  Keep the children’s dramas very brief and simpleoid longproductions
and elaborate costumes; employ only the simplegrabs. The children
will enjoy looking around the meeting place to fipcbps such as rocks,
sticks, chairs, tables, papers and baskets.

*  Coach the children to speak loudly. To help thensadohave them talk to
those who are standing on the other side of theroo

*  The dramas are more effective when children okdifit ages and adults
do them together. Very young children can playphés of spectators in
crowds, other members of a family, animals, andherees.

*  Normally children do better if they do not memorlirees word for word,
but rather the general ideas. Their teacher caa tiem ideas for short
dialogues and can prompt them if they forget. Fowanaple, tell
‘Philistines’ to laugh at little David and remank their own words how
silly it is for him to fight a giant.

3. Children enjoy being creative. God has given the good imaginations.
*  Let older, energetic children write poems, skitd ahort songs to present



to the other children and, if they do it well, toetadults, too. Such
compositions should illustrate the topic that tlellts are learning that
week. Let musicians occasionally set children’smpséo music.

*  Children enjoy drawing symbols and pictures of Biktories. Let them
show their pictures during worship and explain hbe pictures illustrate
the teaching.

4, Chlldren enjoy teaching and discipling others.
It is extremely valuable for older children to heach and disciple
younger ones.

*  Teachers can help children to prepare questiormrdieind about details
in a Bible story. When the congregation meetscthilelren can ask these
questions, after acting out a story. Children cive ¢he correct answers
to their own questions, if the adults do not rementhe details well.

*  Children enjoy memorizing Psalms and other Scrgstuand reciting
them for the adults.

5. Children learn well from non-verbal teaching.

*  Younger children enjoy singing songs to lively neusihile making hand
motions. They should practice songs with hand mastiand sing them
for the whole congregation.

*  Children love lessons presented with objects they tan see, touch and
handle. A wise teacher uses physical objectdustibte topics, allowing
the children to handle them and explain what thepmn

* A teacher can prepare objects beforehand, coatchanghildren how to
explain them during congregational worship.

Most church planting movements multiply congregadidhat are strongly
family oriented. Many such churches are small aaekmo nursery, accepting the
presence of children a®rmal When children take an active part in worshipythe
know that they are an important part of the chuoddy. When children help
others understand the truths that they themselaes just learned, the truths take
root in their hearts. Children will also recall tteaching better and be more eager
to participate in worship. They are also more lki&l grow up loving the church
instead of thinking of it as a boring ordeal foraadthem by their parents. Jesus
welcomed children and found ways for them to pguéite in His ministry. He
made use of their gifts and resources. We shoulthelsame.

From MentorNet. http://www.mentornet.ws/. MentorNet articles are a service of Paul-
Timothy — A project of Community Vision Int'l, Ind@his article is one of many that can
be accessed at the MentorNet website and downlo&ksige Patterson , who is a long-
time advocate of relational church models resides-lorida. Galen Currah is adjunct
professor of missiology at Western Seminary hefedriland.

* Editor's Note: A book calledParablesby Micheal C. Harris contains many
ideas for skits and productions for cross geneamatiparticipation. Information is
available atttp://www.parablescurriculum.com/.



What happens when simple churches decide to léaJésing room
and go out into the world together?

What would Jesus Do?

We've all seen the bracelets and heard lttgas. Some of us have actually
readln His Steps the nineteenth century novel from which the pbravas taken.
But the question begs an answer, and the answeesarith it an imperative: Do
What Jesus Would. It's not enough to figure out wHa would do, we have to
take the next step: do what He would. That's whatdans to live incarnationally
in our community. Jesus said that He, “did not cambe served but to serve....”
He is our example.

So, do you and your fellowship have any sfe&lere are a couple from
simple churches in Massachusetts and Manila.

(From Hal Miller, formerly of Salem Community Chhrg

The Salem, MA home church | was in servedlmat a homeless ministry
run by a local Episcopal church. It was a lovelpesgy--the institutional church
had the facility but few people who would
serve, our home church had the willing servants
but no facility to use.

| believe home churches know how to eat
together better than any other group of
Christians I've met, so serving meals was a
natural fit for us.

The most memorable was a Christmas
dinner we served. One of us was an extraordinargician who played jazz
Christmas carols while the rest of us played butlethe homeless. | didn't want
the night to end.

(Michael in Manila, the Philippines)

Our group (Filipinos, Americans, Chinese, réan, German, Lebanese)
regularly sends a modest contribution to the paorJérusalem usually via
someone traveling there from Manila. Our givings&asonal and depends above
all on the known character of the carrier. We hanestworthy contacts in
Jerusalem who then spend the money we send ombelhpé saints there (Jewish,
Arab, and other) as they see fit. One way is \daregregation-based soup kitchen,
but there are clothing closets and other practivadns in place for Christians in
Jerusalem. Sometimes the money we send goes tmup ghat helps new
believers, immigrants to Israel, with job trainiagd placement. Other times our
money goes to help victims of terrorist incidents.

This is one unigque way that we serve. Anotliay is by hospitality. When
believers from abroad, of any stripe, come to theni\d area, people from our
group always volunteer their homes, cars, and atleans, to see them taken care
of for their stay. The Philippines the missions hub of Asia, so we see many
travelers coming to and through Manila.
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~ Communication in small groups can sometimes be
challenging. The Simple Rule is simply thigways speak in such a way
that others will want to continue listeninfn practical terms that means
that we should not talk too much or too long (a contribution of about 90
seconds generally works well. That's not a “rule” butdtiywatch, you'll
see what | mean). Be careful not to be argumentative or cimtentell
stories that relate to the topic at hand. Listen carefullysasygl on trac
with the subject being discussed. Make room for other pointeewof an
try to draw others in to the discussion. In short, if people aren't listening—
that glassy-eyed stare—you probably need to consider “The Simple Rule.

~ It far simpler than we realize to become stale in|our
fellowship. Of all people, followers of Jesus have the mostoreds
celebrate. As a group, become deliberate about finding reasons t
celebrate. Birthdays, commemorative holidays on the liturgiai@ndar
or just getting together to do something besides study can dgroup
together and help members become more than just weekly acoaais)
Community doesn’t come from just getting together at the same plao
the same time every week, it grows from shared history, fromking
together toward a common goal, and most of all sharing Jesus’ love.

—

~What if all we did as a house church was eat, talk,
sing, and pray? Is that enough? Many fellowships find themsgétéag
bored with meeting. The solution is to pack it up and “take it on g 1o
Many groups find that the best way to inject a little lif¢oi a lifeless
season is to go out and act like Jesus in the community. Mingsthe
poor, the aged, or just getting out in the neighborhood to lend a hand is
good way to get inspired. It's also a good way to get in over our theads
the point where we have to go the scriptures to figure out bavalk out
our faith in the various circumstances of modern |&e¢g facing page
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prayer
is available to facilitate prayer and worship.
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com

Old Testament Characters~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding abenections in the Old
Testament. (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple
churches and about ministry in third world settingzalen has traveled
extensively worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencu@ajmail.com

Church Life or Genesis Study ~Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the
church. The biblical “big picture” based on a stud Genesis 3, 6 & 11.
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org

Islam & Ministry to Muslims ~ By a brother who has traveled extensively in
Muslim nations and will share about his journeysl about ministry to
Muslims. Info—(503) 287-6905 or CWSCC@summithomg.or

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Intimacy with Jesus ~Jody
Mayhew. Teacher and Women'’s Rep for Internati®teziewal Ministries.
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@prayersummits.net

Five Fold Ministry Gifts ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has
one or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians dadership ministry is for
everyone. (360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com

Kids Fun ~Anna Rodgers will bring her puppets to share with kids in
your fellowship. Fun and learning for the young sine
(503) 771-1249 ~ stretchremark@yahoo.com

Worship Dance ~Alicia Tsiorba teaches therapeutic dance and chnhmme
fellowships incorporate dance into gathered worshgiorba@hotmail.com
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Dr. Galen Currah~CVI Int'l ~ Church Planter Training

At this writing, Galen is on a mission trip to

Pakistan and India.

(503) 517-1912—galencurrah@westernseminary.edu
http://www.mentornet.ws/

Rick and Vickie Croshy ~ Mission Aloha—Oceanview,
Hawaii ~ Clinic project among the Marshall Islander populatn.
See Article on page 11.

E-mail: vickie@oceanviewhealth.com

Phone:(808)929-9425

Jake and Charity Miller ~Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico

Work with an orphanage.
Jake and | are so thankful to those of you who

have given generously to our family and to this
orphanage where we live and work. May blessings
flow to you from the very throne of the God, as

he sees and rewards all who trust in Him.

Donation via:

Summit Fellowships PO 30835 Portland, OR 97294 ~

jakeandcharity@gmail.com

Local Contact: (503) 667-5584

Dave & Carmen Parish~ MAF in Central Asia
Prayer requests:
- Praise for a good vehicle to use while in
the area
- Praise for plans becoming more settled
- Pray for continued safe travels
- Pray for us to be able to prioritize and not miss
anything as we start getting ready to leave
- Pray for the rest of our support (28% left)
dparish@maf.org PO Box 47 Nampa, ID 83653 ~ www.ma f.org

Ron & Karen Rohman ~ 2 1 K
27 (- #

Ministry to the streets of

Portland & PSU ~~ (503) 236-4549
awakeningls@comcast.net
www.awakeningls.net




Aloha everyone! The Latest from Ocean View, Hl
Contributed by Rick & Vickie Crosbypceanview Family Health Clinic
We have a number of praises to report, and 2 VBRFORTANT prayer requests.
First the good stuff...

The Clinic is getting very busy: 16-20 patieatday. We see the entire range of
human conditon from well new-borns to sewing upirctsaw assult victims... We
are gaining trust amongst all the population hete are very supportive.

We have enjoyed good report with the County the&lept., who send many
patients our way that would otherwise never be dbuwe are treating a fair
number of Hansen's disease patients that are cagadrby the County. We are
one of the few practices has built this kind of peiative relationship with
government.

Vickie and | are both becoming involved in tr@renunity in other ways: She is
the Treasurer for the Community Association, andm the Secretary for the
Community Development Corp. This has gotten us e in much more of the
"goings-on" out here.

There are two major items for prayer:

There is a 14 month-old Marshalese boy who wasidht in by his parents
weighing 10 Ibs. We sent him to the Children's H@épn Honolulu, where they
are baffled by his lack of growth. He is returnimgre with a feeding tube in to try
to get some stable growth before being re-evaludiedneeds an angel assigned,
and we need wisdom as to how to keep him from dyifgis is a tough
environment for the fragile...

#2 We are reimbursed about 10% to 45% of ost by Medicare / Medicaide.
That can change if we are awarded Federal RuraltiH&dinic status. We have
begun that process, but it is a political battkt the are not educated / connected to
fight. Please pray for wisdom, and for favor witle fparties involved (all the
way up to US Senate). This will help us stay inibess, as Medicare/medicaid is
our largest insurer out here. Almost everyone elggrivate pay or barter. About
half our operating revenue last year was gifts.

#3 While you are at it, please pray for raire(thnk is almost empty), for the
birth of our first grand-child in January, for comnications systems (our house
phone is inoperable, and it appears e-mail is iaiiel), and for the church here
(which is struggling with finding its balance).

Mahalos!and our blessings to you for a happy and advensukaw Year!
Rick and Vickie Crosby.

Scripture Picture: Mat. 5:16 KJV ~rom Scripture Picture Bible~
Vol. | & II. (pen & ink version) may be purchased $10.00 each from
Dan Rector
7309 Pillsbury Ave South

Richfield, MN 55423
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Beaverton, Aloha, Hillsboro
Randy Kinnison ~ randy@thejourneywc.com
Phone: 503.267.3257 http://www.thejourneywc.com/

i Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger - Phone: (503) 357-2431
- E-mail: ~ themoss@juno.com

B B B B B S B R R S R R S S R
X .
Pt : -t # :
XX XX
% , [/ 012 %

.

#1'l A Maywood Park
Rich & Kimberly Hagler

Sunday, 11:00 AM

(503) 239-3860
richhagler@juno.com
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Brian and Monica Fletchner
On Hiatus. Call for information (503) 777-8088
pilgrimsband@gmail.com WWWw.quiversociety.com
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Phone: (503) 650-9320 melaniehempel@earthlink.net
(503) 656-5236 brotherrod_cog@hotmail.com
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Review contributed by Maurice Smith — The Parod&awvork

In theaters February 23rd.
http://www.amazinggracemovie.com/

Let me summarize the story and plot line by
offering a quick history lesson. You probably
know the story of John Newton, the former slave
ship captain who converted to Christianity and
wrote the hymn, "Amazing Grace." Newton came
to faith in Christ during the Evangelica loan Gruffudd as William Wilberforce
Awakening, abandoned the slave trade, studiea Tor
the ministry and became pastor of the Olney panikbre he ministered until his
death in 1803. Newton came to despise the slawke trehich he had formerly
practiced and began to preach against it.

In 1785 he was approached by a young mewfRarliament named William
Wilberforce who had been raised by an aunt andeuwblo were strong supporters
of Wesley and the Awakening. Elected to Parlianiant780, he experienced a
conversion to Christianity in 1784 which radicalthanged his life. It was this
young Wilberforce who approached John Newton akddhis counsel concerning
what he as a Christian should do regarding slavery.

For the next two years the former slave dratlirned pastor mentored the
young Parliamentarian and evangelical Christiail finelly, on Sunday evening,
October 28, 1787 Wilberforce wrote in his diat§@od Almighty has set before me
two great objects: the suppression of the Slaveddrand the Reformation of
Manners."For the next 20 years Wilberforce worked tirelesslyhe marketplace
of political ideas to transform the economic mapkate of the slave trade.

Prior to his death in 1791 an elderly Johesiy wrote to him and encouraged
him in his fight against the slave trade, which Weshimself detested and
preached against.

Finally, in 1807, Parliament adopted Willoeck’s Motion for the Abolition of
the Slave Trade in England. In 1833, one monthra@élberforce’s death,
Parliament went on to abolish the slave trade tjinout the British Empire, and

they did it on the basis of Christian consciencéhout

firing a shot in anger, even offering financial

compensation to slave owners for the economic tdss

their property.

| think this is a timely movie. Our Post N&rn

culture has, for the most part, forgotten it's Efmin

heritage, and is unaware that many of the sod¢salihich
are now the subjects of government programs wece addressed by Christians
who offered a "voice crying in the wilderness" regenting the voice of moral
conscience at a time when such stands were unpogdmuine Christianity has
always been at its best when it has served "th&t fathese" and this movie is a
reminder of both our heritage and our promise.

~~Maurice Smith of Spokane ministers as part oPth®usia Network www.parousianetwork.org.
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Contributed by Rich Hagler of “Isaiah 61" Fellowghin
Maywood Park, NE Portlandichhagler@juno.com

By Jake Colsen, Lifestream, 2006 (Amazon.com)

15

In his compelling, present-day journal narrativakel Colsen (a pseudonym
for the combined work of Wayne Jacobsen and Daverzan) chronicles 13 life-

transforming conversations he has with his newfofriehd (who he suspects is

Jesus’ disciple John). The conversations convidt laad Jake into a radical life-

transformation over the course of four years, framdesperately dissatisfied
religious “performance-aholic” serving as an asatecpastor in a mega-church he
helped plant, to a life of Spirit-led spontanejtyy, and freedom based on his ever-
deepeningelationshipwith Jesus and His followers. In the process, hedahis
darkest fears; struggles through brutal life-cirstamces, and wrestles with
difficult church-based questions that have vexedisiihns throughout the ages.
But be warned, Jake’s roller-coaster ride intonmaty with Jesus turns his life
upside-down, a journey similar to that any recavgPharisee must take, like me,
and maybe you?

6

[T]he most significant religious events recountadhe Bible do not occur i
“temples make with hands.” The most important rieligin that book (bible
is unorganized and is sometimes profoundly dismeptif organization. Fror
Abraham to Jesus, the most important people arepriests but shepherd
soldiers, property owners, workers, housewives,egseand kings, ma
servants and maidservants, fisherman, prisonergres) even bureaucrat
The great visionary encounters did not take plataemples but in shee
pastures, in the desert, in the wilderness, on rr@ng, on the shores of rive
and the sea, in the middles of the sea, in prisAng. however strenuously t
divine voice prescribed rites and observances, ust jas strenuousl
repudiated them when they were taken to be religion

Wendell Berry.Sex, Economy, Freedom & Community (Pantheor
1993),p.102.

The believer in God must explain one thing, theterice of suffering; the
nonbeliever, however, must explain the existenex@fything else.

Dennis Prager & Joseph Telushkiine Questions People Ask Ab
Judaism.
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