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There are two kinds of 
people: those who say to 
God, "Thy will be done," 
and those to whom God 
says, "All right, then, 
have it your way." 

~C.S. Lewis 
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        He had committed a sin greater than any other in the scale 
of its consequence. Everything seemed hopeless. What does a 
man think, what does he do, having betrayed the Lord to a 
tortured death for the price of a field? For Judas, there was no 
escaping the awful horror of his own heart. No future. And so, 
in the darkest despair, he hanged himself.  
        But what if he had waited a weekend? That's all that 
would have been needed. 
        I love to imagine Jesus on Easter morning deliberately 
seeking out the disciple more lost than any other. Perhaps 
now, at last, he might be found! When Judas first sees Jesus, I 
imagine him wondering how this tumult of madness could 
now be conjuring up the rabbi in his tortured mind. Slowly 
Jesus approaches, but Judas is frozen in disbelief. Closer. 
Closer. Jesus is unbearably close—so close now that Judas 
can feel His breath on his cheek. And then it happens: Jesus 
greets Judas...with a kiss. 
        He is carrying three questions for Peter. He has scars to 
show Thomas. But first, a kiss for Judas. 
        And some time within those moments, I imagine two 
words—just two—being exchanged very quietly between the 
men. Jesus looks deeply into the unblinking eyes of His 
betrayer, who is too dumbstruck even to avert his gaze in 
shame. And then He utters a single syllable, upon which 
eternity will surely swing. Jesus whispers: "Friend." 
        Do you hear the echo? It was another day, another kiss, 
perhaps another Judas, too. But, in the garden that night, Jesus 
had greeted His betrayer in just the same way. "Friend," He 
had said, "do what you came for." And Judas had done it, and 
he had not been able to undo it. And Jesus had been to hell 
and back as a result. And now He is standing here, 
impossibly, greeting Judas again, His heart unchanged for the 
twelfth of His disciples: "Friend." He, too, had done what He 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From The Vow-Rediscovering Life & Grace by Peter Greig 
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2 (Continued from page 1) 
came for.  
       The sound of that word somehow echoes to reach Judas, lost as he is in 
another eternity. He hears the greeting. He feels the breath. Life to dust. Ashes to 
embers. A kiss for a curse. As if slowly waking from a nightmare, Judas Iscariot 
replies to his victim, the victor, with a single word, surely more meaningful than 
we can ever know: "Lord." 
       ...Please do not despair of grace. Never give up. Resist the temptation to pass 
judgment on yourself like Judas—that is the path 
of madness and self-destruction. No matter how 
desperate you may feel today, hold on for 
tomorrow. Stumble on a few more hours in blind 
faith, offering God nothing more than your 
hopelessness and your sin. We cannot rush the 
resurrection. But wait and watch, and He will 
surely come. 
       No matter what you have done, I am 
convinced of this: There is more grace in God 
than sin in you. I defy you to tempt such love 
with so much as a breath or a glance or a whisper 
of confession. Just one prodigal pace is all it 
takes to bring your Father running to greet you 
with the kiss of His grace. 
 

And He will call you "friend"… And you will 
call Him "Lord."                                                         

 
 

Painting: “Forgiven” by Thomas Blackshear II     
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The pictures are a scripture. Each picture may sound like the word, or be a clue 
about it. Can you figure out the scripture? The answer is on the bottom of page 6. 
Thanks to Steve Schroepfer in Antigo, WI for sending “Scripture Pictures” to us.  
                    Hint: there are different kinds of rabbits and sheep �  
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The Church as a Symphony 
By Dan Mayhew 
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      I see the church as an orchestra that needs to play in every season. In these 
days, as our nation is at war, some of us need to play the theme of peace and 
non-violence, which is at the core of God's heart for the universe (Ps. 34:14; 
Mt. 5:9; Rom. 14:17). This is a prophetic reminder to a world that is prone to 
conflict that the Father calls us to peace. But, others need to pick up the 
harmonies of mercy for the innocent caught in the crossfire (Ps. 41:1). Others 
need to play the melody of prayer for those in leadership (1 Tim. 2:1-2). 
Others need to play their energies for refugees (Is. 25:4). Others for the 
soldiers (Lk. 3:14; Mt. 8:9-10). And there are dozens of other ways that we 
might play the symphony of Christ’s compassion for the world.  
       I’ve been forcing myself to remember the people in this because they are 
those for whom Christ died. He didn’t die for a cause—the cause of 
patriotism, the cause of peace, or any other cause. He died and rose that 
whoever believed on Him would have eternal life. He instructed us to pray for 
God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, 
and then to serve that world in His name.  
       It seems to me that our Father has many things He would say to this world 
and that He is relying on His church to say them. No single person will be able 
to reflect all the facets of His heart, but His church can, by acting together, 
each playing the instrument of his or her gifting.  The challenge is for each of 
us to play our particular instrument in concert with the others and not 
withdraw to play a solo or assume that some "musicians" aren't fit to play. 
       Here’s my dream: I envision a gathering of believers who affirm one 
another in their conscience and calling. I see a group gathering around to pray 
and commission others to minister as intercessors for the refugees and the 
poor, perhaps even help send someone to work with Mercy Corps or other 
relief organization. I would like to see people gathering around to affirm and 
commission some folks to, in a Christ-like manner, call for peace and remind 
the world of the Prince of Peace who is its only source. Can you see it? Can 
you envision a “sending out” of somebody to preach on the streets, or work for 
justice for the poor, or reverently march in a demonstration for peace, or send 
encouragement to soldiers in the conflict? Nothing I’ve mentioned falls 
beyond the pale of God’s heart for the world. We may not all share the same 
passions, but we all can honor one another’s conscience.  
       Though the nations rage—and it looks like we better get used to it—we 
should remember that they are all, even the United States, a drop in the bucket 
(Is. 40). Though we are Americans, we are citizens of God’s Kingdom first. 
We are members of God’s symphony. Perhaps the Lord is inviting us to 
prepare for the coming days by encouraging each other to become skilled with 
the instrument He has given us to play, and then to play our part faithfully.  
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By Watchman Nee from Twelve Baskets Full  

       Ephesians 2.22 shows us that the church is built together for an 
habitation of God through the Holy Spirit. So we believe that, when 
the whole church gathers together, it is to serve as an habitation of 
God.  One characteristic of an habitation of God is the presence of 
the light of God. We are aware that in the Jewish temple, there was 

sunlight for the outer court, light from the candlesticks for the sanctuary but in the 
Holy Holies, God manifested His own glory and He Himself was the light there.  
So we believe that, when we serve as an habitation of God, there must be light, 
because. God at such times would manifest His own glory. If the conditions of our 
meeting are normal and proper, we can look to God to shine forth His light and we 
can look to Him to speak to us. 
       1 Corinthians 14 teaches us how we should meet together. Verse 26 reads, 
"How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, everyone of you hath a psalm, 
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all 
things be done unto edifying." It means that, during the meeting, some will have a 
hymn, some will have a revelation, some will have words of encouragement, some 
will speak in tongues and some will have interpretation of tongues. They all use 
what they have to edify the church. Therefore, we must understand clearly before 
God the meaning of the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will not guide those 
without words to speak; or those with hymns to speak words of comfort; or those 
with revelations to interpret the tongues. The Holy Spirit simply does not do things 
in such a disorderly fashion. The abundant supply at the meeting comes not at the 
time of the meeting, but right in our own house. What I have while at home I will 
have at the meeting. What I do not have while at home I will not have at the 
meeting. What is referred to here as “have” is not due to personal likes, nor 
products of personal thoughts or emotional impulses at the time. It is that which 
one receives as he exercises daily before God and that which is constituted in the 
spirit. Such spiritual accumulation is what we "have," which can be employed to 
supply the need of the church in accordance with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

So, one who has a hymn supplies the need of a hymn in the church. One with a 
revelation supplies the need of a revelation in the church. One with words of 
admonition supplies the need of admonition in the church. Every one supplies the 
need in the church with what he has, not with what he has not. What you have you 
minister to the need of it in the church. For instance, today you have a hymn which 
all along you wish to sing. You could not help remembering this hymn. That is to 
say, there is music in your heart. There is a hymn in your heart. This is your hymn. 
It is not that you look for a hymn during the meeting, but that, through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, you supply the hymn you have for the admonition of the church. 
Or during these days there have been a few sentences you consider precious.  These 
are your words. Similarly, you may have a revelation or admonition; you just 
supply the church with what you have. 

Brothers and sisters, what has the Lord done or said to you these days? 

The Guidance of the Spirit in the Meeting 
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1 Corinthians 14.26 tells us how the Holy Spirit guides us by means of what 
we have, while verses 27 to 33 tell us that the guidance of the Holy Spirit is also in 
accord with the circumstances. For instance, the evening meeting in the church 
ends at 9 o'clock. The Holy Spirit will not guide you to stand up and give a long 
talk when it is nearly nine. On the other hand, you will be conscious that time is 
running out. There could not be any long period of singing or talking. While you 
supply the church with what you have, you learn also the lesson that “the spirits of 
the prophets are subject to the prophets." If you "have," you can bring it in, but 
still you must observe about others. Suppose in the meeting every one of more 
than twenty brothers each has a hymn and you also have one. You observe how 
two or three have taken their turns, so yours need not be taken up. It is not that 
each of more than twenty brothers must take his turn and singing goes on until 
midnight. If you do that, you disobey the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Lord 
wants us to do all things decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14.40).  So, to have 
enables me to provide a supply, the circumstances enable me to learn how to be 
guided by the Spirit. In our meetings we should observe the principle of when two 
or three are gathered together. The Spirit will not guide us to supply what we do 
not possess, nor will the principle of two or three gathered together be 
contravened. Before God, I can be guided to stand up and speak if I have.  
However, if other brothers have been communicating what they have, I should 
hold my peace. 

There are two difficulties in the church, one of which is that those who have 
not are apt to think they have. Oftentimes, a child of God is not that sort of person 
but he insists on speaking like one.  Basically, God has not said anything to him, 
and has not worked in him, but he likes to talk - yet the church is not edified. The 
other difficulty is that there are people who are unwilling to follow the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit.  To many brothers and sisters the Lord has spoken, yet he or she 
would wait and refrain from speaking and the church is deprived of the edification 
it should have. In a word, if you find you are empty inside, you should keep silent. 
If you have, you should provide the supply for the church's edification. Through 
what you have, the Holy Spirit will pulsate life into the meeting, making it 
possible for the children of God to be in touch with life. God puts His words in 
you. The same sentence is in you whether at work or walking on the street. You 
realize God has spoken to you. You should know that the sentence is not for you 
only; it is also for the church. When you have, you should then supply the church 
with what you have. 

At the time the tabernacle was erected in the Old Testament times, the people 
dedicated to God their gold and silver. The same is true with us today. We should 
give what we have. Some one has a revelation, some one has words of 
admonition, some one has a hymn. Let every one bring what he has. At the 
erection of the tabernacle, the Spirit of God gave wisdom and understanding to 
men to convert gold and silver into utensils fit for use, to convert various materials 
into a tabernacle.  All materials were dedicated by the Israelites and made into a 
tabernacle through the working of the Holy Spirit. Today, if we all bring what we 
have, the church can be edified through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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       Late in the summer of 2006, a group of simple churchers began a series of 
what has been called “conversion projects,” which are studies of contemporary 
issues that impact our life as believers. The intent is to evaluate our response to 
those issues and make an effort to respond in a manner consistent with a walk of 
faith. Prayer and discussion led to the conclusion that conversion meant to: 

· Put off an old life or pattern.  
· Turn back from the world.  
· Put on a new life.  
 

       The first “project” dealt with Western core values. Alarmingly, the group 
discovered that many of the core assumptions of Western thought—rationalism, 
empiricism, mechanism, dualism, individualism, relativism and humanism—are 
simply non-Biblical.  Furthermore, the group rapidly concluded that to deal with 
“core values” as a single project was like trying to swallow an elephant whole 
rather than one bite at time.  
       So, not wanting to take on a task too great to be practical, the Conversion 
Project team decided to tackle the core values, and their unbiblical implications, 
one at a time, starting with individualism.  
       That voyage of discovery soon led to the conclusion that American culture—
church culture in particular—had drifted from the values of covenant, 
commitment and community until Christian faith had become almost entirely a 
personal affair. The realization that the contemporary church had severed her 
corporate roots led the group to commit to put off their individualistic tendencies 
and seek to become more corporate in their thinking.  
       Originally, the group had intended to work on the issues together, but it was 
clear early on that each participant in the project already had relationships in other  
congregations and that to add yet another group to be accountable to was not 
practical. The result was the conversion project team committed to take the 
conclusions that they had reached together and share them with their respective 
churches with the goal of working out the implications in that setting.  
       In short, the result of each conversion project will be a trove of ideas and  a 
list of suggestions to be shared with the various congregations in the simple 
church network with an invitation to enter into the ongoing work of conversion.  
        

The Conversion Project: Examining  
the Culture’s “Core Values”  

Scripture Picture: Mat. 25:13 KJV ~ From Scripture Picture Bible ~  
Vol. I & II. (pen & ink version) may be purchased for $10.00 each from  

Dan Rector  
7309 Pillsbury Ave South  
Richfield, MN  55423 

Jesus followers gather to explore what it means to be converted from 
contemporary culture and converted to the standards of the Kingdom.   
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Extra Grace (and Teamwork) Required ~ Nearly every fellowship will, 
at one time or another, have in their midst a socially awkward or challenging 
personality. Such folks often end up in house churches because they have become 
marginalized in more traditional ones. When such persons  find an 
environment where they are known and, even  more wonderful, 
seen and heard, they are delighted and become one of the 
“regulars.” When Jesus said, “the poor you always have with you,” 
he wasn’t only speaking of money. He was speaking of the 
socially poor—the awkward outsider.  
       Invariably, though, such persons will gravitate to one “friend” 
in the group. You may breathe a sigh of relief when the awkward 
one “lands” on someone else  who must then become the “friend of the poor.” 
But, here’s the problem: one who becomes the chosen friend of a weaker brother 
is on the way to being drained and eventually overwhelmed. At that point, in the 
interest of self preservation, the “poor one” will get set aside—rejected...again.  
       Will you help? Will a you and a few others in your fellowship help “love” 
the weaker brother so no single person gets worn out, and the weaker brother 
rejected? Love in a simple church implies teamwork and partnership in the 
challenging task of loving the poor. Socially awkward brethren are not hard to 
spot. When your fellowship receives one, the old timers shouldn’t hesitate to 
make a plan to be a “team of friends” so the poor are loved. And here’s the tough 
part: it may not be about getting the poor in your midst to “get over it.” They may 

Lord’s Meal ~ Sharing the Lord’s Table, 
(remembering the Lord’s death until He comes) can 
take many forms that go beyond what most of us 
were raised with. One way is to gather the church 
around a table for a shared meal. To begin, have 
someone break a loaf of bread while giving thanks—
in other words, “ask the blessing.” Pass the bread 

around, each person serving the person on their right, perhaps saying, “the body 
of Christ, broken for you,” as the bread is offered.  The bread is the “first course” 
of your meal together. Then, eat! Talk and enjoy fellowship around the table. 
When the main meal is finished, before people leave the table, have someone give 
thanks for the Lord’s shed blood before passing a pitcher or bottle of wine or 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Birthday Blessing ~ A tradition in some house churches is the birthday 
blessing. When someone—kids or adults—has a birthday, the group prays for 
them and then, one by one, affirms them in their growth and value to the group. 
Better than a card! Cheaper, too!  

       Recognizing the unique communication needs of churches, 
a group of computer engineers has begun to develop a new web 
site called MyChurch.org. Similar to the popular MySpace 
online social networking site, MyChurch makes it possible for 
members to join an online communication hub for their church. 
Although, the site was designed with traditional churches in 

mind, its format fits nicely with networked simple churches. Not only does the 
site offer space for network announcements and events, but there is a section for 
individual groups to post information relevant to that group only—an online 
meeting space for individual house churches. The fun of MyChurch.org is that all 
members can easily add information, post events, upload pictures, contribute to a 
network-wide comment section (a group blog) and RSVP to events. Scheduled 
events even have a map function so you click and see where the event is going to 
be. Any time new information is added or an event is approaching, church or 
group members receive an email notice with a link to the information.  
       Though the site is public, the designers have also added lots of privacy 
features so messages and events need only be seen by selected people.  Nice to 
know in the case of prayer requests and such. Members can also select which 
notices they want to receive.  
       MyChurch is not meant to substitute for real “face time” with brothers and 
sisters, but it serves nicely as a message center where news (events, meal 
responsibilities, prayer requests) can be posted, announced, and checked if 
needed; pictures can be shared, even recordings of teachings or songs can be 
uploaded to the media section for others to see and hear.  
       The address for the  Summit Online Community & Columbia/Willamette 
Simple Church Co-op is at www.mychurch.org/summit. Eventually, MyChurch 
will replace the summitpdx discussion list. To use MyChurch you should  
       1) Register at www.mychurch.org/signup/.   
       2) “Login” and go the address in red and click “Join this Church.”  
       3) Once you’ve joined, you can click the  “Groups” tab and join (or create) a 
              simple church/group. 
There are simple directions that accompany each step. As one recent cyber-scout 
said after successfully getting signed on: “It’s easy-shmeezy!” 

(Continued from page 7) 
juice. Each person pours for the person to their right (have clean cups available 
for this) saying as they do, “the blood of Christ shed for you.”  Communion 
becomes the opening and closing of a shared meal. Wolfgang Simson, author of 
Houses that Change the World observes, that we often practice the Lord’s table as 
a symbolic meal with substantial significance, whereas in the early church it was 
a substantial meal with symbolic significance.  
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prayer 
is available to facilitate prayer and worship.    
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com 

Old Testament Characters ~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of 
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding the connections in the Old 
Testament.  (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net 

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple 
churches and about ministry in third world settings. Galen has traveled 
extensively worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencurrah@gmail.com 

Church Life or Genesis Study ~ Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the 
church.  The biblical “big picture” based on a study of Genesis 3, 6 & 11.     
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org 

Islam & Ministry to Muslims ~ By a brother who has traveled extensively in 
Muslim nations and will share about his journeys and about ministry to 
Muslims.  Info—(503) 287-6905 or CWSCC@summithome.org 

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Intimacy with Jesus ~ Jody 
Mayhew.  Teacher and Women’s Rep for International Renewal Ministries.  
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@prayersummits.net 

Five Fold Ministry Gifts  ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has 
one or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians 4. Leadership ministry is for 
everyone. (360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com 

Kids Fun  ~ Anna Rodgers will bring her puppets to share with the kids in 
your fellowship. Fun and learning for the young ones!  
(503) 771-1249 ~ stretchremark@yahoo.com 

Worship Dance ~ Alicia Tsiorba teaches therapeutic dance and can help home 
fellowships incorporate dance into gathered worship. Tsiorba@hotmail.com 

Proverbs ~ Kent Hempel teaches the Proverbs to kids and their parents. Call 
Kent at (503) 650-9320 or email him at khempel@ifanurseries.com 
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Dave & Carmen Parish ~ MAF in Central Asia 
dparish@maf.org   
MAF PO Box 47  
Nampa, ID 83653  
www.maf.org 

Rick and Vickie Crosby ~ Mission Aloha—Oceanview, 
Hawaii ~ Clinic project among the Marshall Islander population.  
E-mail: vickie@oceanviewhealth.com   
Phone:(808)929-9425   

Jake and Charity Miller ~ Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico 
Work with an orphanage.  
Article on Page 11.  
Donation via:  
Summit Fellowships PO 30835 Portland, OR 97294 ~  
jakeandcharity@gmail.com  

Local Contact: (503) 667-5584  

Ron & Karen Rohman  ~ $�(-$�'��?��$�(-$�'��?��$�(-$�'��?��$�(-$�'��?��� ���

(+��2�+� ����7�
��+� ��+-  +&
(+��2�+� ����7�
��+� ��+-  +&
(+��2�+� ����7�
��+� ��+-  +&
(+��2�+� ����7�
��+� ��+-  +&� ���
Ministry to the streets of  
Portland & PSU ~~ (503) 236-4549  
awakening1s@comcast.net  
www.awakening1s.net 

Dr. Galen Currah~ CVI Int’l ~ Church Planter Training 
Galen travels extensively in Southeast Asia.  
(503) 517-1912 ~ galencurrah@westernseminary.edu 
Contributions via Community Vision Int’l  
http://www.cvi2.org/galencurrah.html  
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Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ CRM ~ (503) 239-3860 ~ 
richhagler@juno.com ~ On permanent assignment 
serving Isaiah 61 the church that meets in 
their home. They are missionaries with Church 
Resource Ministries . Their three passions are 
personal intimacy with Jesus; making disciples 
and training leaders to plant house churches 
in Portland and beyond; praying for a 
personal, city-wide, and national outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit leading to revival.  
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       Greetings in the name of our blessed savior and Lord Jesus Christ! 
       We have been learning so many wonderful things about our Lord Jesus in these 
last days. His word is true in every single way and must be obeyed by those who call 
themselves Christians. The Lord himself preached "Repent for the 
kingdom of Heaven is near." We must repent of acts that lead to 
death, forgive those who have sinned against us, and believe what 
God has said about His one and only Son. In this way we will 
receive the gift of eternal life.  
       We want to share with you a little of what we have been doing 
here at the orphanage. First, is a picture of the Garden, which we 
have been working hard on to try and save the orphanage some 
money. The roto-tiller has been an awesome gift and absolutely 
necessary to the success of the garden. Without it, the work would be such that 
everyday would have to be spent digging the soil. In the foreground is a life-sizes 
cross that we built to remind us always of the wonderful gift and sacrifice the Lord 
Jesus made for us. It also makes a wonderful place to pour out ones heart at "the feet 
of Jesus". 

       Here is the dining hall which Genaro and I painted, 
along with the help of some of the kids. The color may not 
be a typical American color, but here in Mexico, Pepto 
Bismol pink is very popular! We also painted the kitchen, 
a nice bright pistachio green.  
       Also, there’s an industrial blender 
that Genaro and I made from some old 
parts we had laying around. In the 

pictures we are grinding dried up bread into bread crumbs. Genaro 
is standing by the blender reducing the full size bread into small 
chunks and one of the older kids, Yesenia, is grinding the bread 

into fine bread crumbs with the grain 
grinder. These bread crumbs will be 
either sold or given away to the poor.  
        Good news about Genaro! He believed the message 
of the gospel and repented of his sins about a month ago. 
He has been growing steadily by reading the Bible and 
loves the peace he now feels in his heart! Pray for him 
that he will continue growing in the Lord.  

       Charity and I are feeling a strong calling to begin giving away used clothing and 
food to the poor and preaching the gospel to them. Genaro, pastor Isaias, and my 
hardware store buddy Jose want to join us in helping them. We feel that the time is 
short and that God wants His light to shine brighter in these last days. So we are 
looking for a good used 4X4 truck or Suburban or something that can haul several 
people, along with things to give away, to these poor villages that still have bad or 
terrible roads. Please pray for our ears to hear God's leading in what we should buy—
something that will be long lasting and durable. Thanks for partnering with us! 

       In the blessed and holy name of Jesus! Jake and Charity 
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Refuge of Christ  & Pacific Christian Fellowship ~ Forest Grove, Pacific 
University Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger  ~ (503) 357-2431 
pcfdave@gmail.com   ~  themoss@juno.com 
An intentional community with that focuses on spiritual development, service and 
ministry among university students.  

The Journey ~ Beaverton, Aloha, Hillsboro ~ Randy Kinnison  ~ 503.267.3257   
randy@thejourneywc.com  http://www.thejourneywc.com/ 
The Journey is a Simple, Missional Christian Community serving Washington 
County. Our purpose is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations.  

Isaiah 61 ~ Maywood Park ~ Sunday, 11:00 AM   
Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ (503) 239-3860 ~ richhagler@juno.com 
Body-life begins with an extended time of Spirit-led, spontaneous praise, worship, 
Scripture reading, prophetic words, and prayer to the Father, which then transitions 
into sharing and ministering to one another over what the Lord has been saying and 
doing in our lives as He disciples us. The gathering continues with a meal around 
the table and informal fellowship lasting into the late afternoon. 

69th Street Fellowship ~ Alternates  between Vancouver and SE Portland 
Sunday at 4:00 PM  ~ (971) 570-7587 (Albertson)  ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net 
69th Street Fellowship got its name because for a while we met in two places, one 
in Vancouver and one in Portland, both on 69th--a coincidence that cried out to be 
recognized. 

Southeast Fellowship ~ Sunday at 7:00 PM. Vicinity of  SE 113th & Division. ~ 
Contact Galen Currah ~ 503.253.0931 ~  galen@currah.us ~ Lots of free inter- 
action. Prayers for all needs. Honesty welcomed. Bible application discussions. 
Send out participants on ministry trips. Communion during monthly supper meal. 
Love appreciated. 

Simple*C ~ Beaverton. Vicinity of Hall & Allen. Sunday 10AM ~ Shawn Mitchell
(503) 705-2847 ~ Shawn@simplec.org ~ www.simplec.org ~ We’re part of a 
grassroots movement of people who want to rediscover the sincere faith and simple 
lifestyle of first century Christians within today’s American culture. We believe 
God’s love should shine most brightly in the midst of daily life, public and private.  
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Vancouver Northwest ~ Thursday 6:30PM ~ Ed & Sue Kearney ~ Call for day 
and time. (360) 574-4964 ~ kearneys7@comcast.net 
We love to worship! 

The Koinonia Community ~ East Vancouver  ~ Carolyn Schultz-Rathbun 
Meet: Saturday or Sunday. Time & location Varies. Call for information 
(360) 892-1178 ~ Tobijah@aol.com 
We minister to the sick and have a real compassion for special needs kids. All of 
that means we feel called to “prayer, share and care.”  

EPIC Wineskins— Everyday People Imaging Christ 
Epic 1-In N. Portland at Mike & Lisa Morris' - 503 285-6915 Thu. @ 6:30 PM 
Epic 2-In Vancouver at Brent & Melissa Johnson's  360 906-0029 Sunday @ 5:00  

Church of the Servant King ~ An intentional community in North Portland ~  
(503) 286-2330 ~ michaelmunk@earthlink.net 

Southside Samaritan House ~ In the vicinity of 60th & Flavel  
Meeting at the home of Jason & Danielle Maes 
Tuesday nights at 6:00 PM ~ (503) 775-6301 ~ maesfamilia@yahoo.com. 
Lotsa kids. Lotsa fun following Jesus together. 

Hilltop  ~ Oregon City  ~ Sunday 5:30 PM At Rod & Alison Hilkiah’s place. (503) 
656-5236  ~ brotherrod_cog@hotmail.com ~ (503) 650-9320  
melaniehempel@earthlink.net  
Family friendly. We love going out together to enjoy the great outdoors!        

PDX Bible Church ~ Vicinity of  Southeast 143rd & Powell. Contact Scott Olson 
for times and locations. scott@pdxbc.com ~ http://www.pdxbc.com/. 
Missional, cruciform house church network engaging the world in which we live 
with the gospel while walking in the good works that God has prepared for us.  

Portland YWAM ~ Tuesday PM dinner and hang-out. Close-in on SE Powell. 
Contact  AP ap.in.ywam@gmail.com .  

Simple*C ~ Tuesday 6 PM ~ Wilsonville. Contact: taft@simplec.org. 
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So, is there anything going on for kids and 
families? That was the question that Chris and 
Denice Crombie had when they started doing 
simple church up at Hilltop fellowship in Oregon 
City.  
       Good question. Simple churches, a.k.a, 
“house churches,” aren’t known for having a lot 
of high-powered programs of any kind, much less 
for families. But that doesn’t mean that there 
aren’t things that families might like to do 
together. All that’s needed is somebody with an idea and a way to get the word out.  

That’s where Chris and Denice stepped in. When they saw the need it 
didn’t take long for them to embrace simple church style: take the initiative and 
“git-r-done!”  First, they brainstormed some ideas of fun stuff to do as a family. 
Ideas like a snow day; a pizza feed at Papa’s Pizza, (complete with a kids play area 
that looks like a human habitrail!); a swim day at the Mt. Scott aquatic center; and a 
day hike (or puddle jump if the weather turned wet). 

. From there, the sky was the limit. If you don’t believe that, check out the 
first item on their dream list of future family adventures: ��

·     Air Museum��

·     BB gun shooting/training 

·     Beach trips 

·     Biking trips 

·     Camping trips 

·     Canoe / Kayak trips 

·     Fishing trips 

·     Hiking trips 

·     Lava tube exploration (Mt. St. Helens) 

·     Molalla steam trains 

·     Watergun fights 

For information about future events, there will be details and bulletins on 
www.MyChurch.org/summit  or you can check on the blogspot site that Chris put 
on the web, http://funforfamilies.blogspot.com/. Or, if you have some ideas of 
your own, get in touch with Chris and Denice at (503) 657-5076, or at 
Thecrombies@msn.com. 

Couple from Hilltop Fellowship Plans Family Events 

   Hilltop Fellowship.  
   The Crombies at are lower left.  



15 

� � � � 	 � 	 
 � � � � 	 � � � � 	 	 	 	 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 	 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 	

��(	�)��(	�)��(	�)��(	�)  

���������		�
���
��� Reactivating the Missional  
Church by Alan Hirsch, Brazos Press: 2006����

Contributed by Rob Robinson of EPIC Wineskins,  Portland-
Vancouver.  Epicrob@msn.com  

        The Forgotten Ways was birthed in the trenches of the author’s own 
experience as a church planter and denominational leader.  In the throws of 
ministry he was confronted with questions concerning the early church in 
regard its overall growth and expansion.  How did as few as 25,000 
adherents in AD 100 go to as high as 20,000,000 by AD 300?  This led him 
to ask the same questions regarding the Church in China from 1950 till the 
mid 1980s; from 2 million adherents to 60 – 80 million.   
       Delving into this dilemma the author discovered what he calls 
Apostolic Genius or “mDNA” (the built-in life force and guiding 
mechanism of God’s people) and the living components or elements that 
comprise it. The general assumption in this book is that just as the human 
body carries its genetic code within a DNA strand so God’s people carry 
within themselves the same potencies that energized the early church and 
are currently manifest in the underground Chinese church.  The problem is 
that we have simply forgotten how access and trigger it.  
       As Howard Snyder has said, “Hirsch’s analysis is on target historically, 
biblically and theologically,” as he describes and clarifies in practitioner 
language the Apostolic Genius in contemporary context.  For those who are 
serious about being a part of a church planting movement in the 21st 
Century this book should be considered a must read.        
       In the back of the book the reader will find an addendum and glossary 
extremely helpful in clarifying both current terminology and practice 
regarding the missional paradigm we find ourselves in.  For some this 
volume will offend, but for most it should be a refreshing wind propelling 
us forward in these emergent times. 

The Simple Rule ~ Always speak in such a way that others will want 
to continue listening. Don’t talk too much or too long (a contribution of 
about 90 seconds generally works well. That’s not a “rule” but if you watch, 
you’ll see what I mean). Don’t be argumentative or contentious. Listen 
carefully and stay on track with the subject being discussed. Make room for 
other points of view and try to draw others in to the discussion. If people 
aren’t listening—that glassy stare—you probably need to consider “The 
Simple Rule.”  



�	�����������	
���

&�&	'()'*	


�����
+	�$	,-.,/0')'*	

 � . / �01 � � . / �01 � � . / �01 � � . / �01 � 2222�1 . . � � !33! ��1 . . � � !33! ��1 . . � � !33! ��1 . . � � !33! � �1 �%.! �  � / �  � �  �� 1 �%.! �  � / �  � �  �� 1 �%.! �  � / �  � �  �� 1 �%.! �  � / �  � �  � 2222� %� %� %� % ����

D�-�(3$�)*�.� 8 �+&��2�*�+ - &+�+��
&*)34 �$�(-$� &�*��+� ��

	�4()9*6?�*446) ++ �- .*�����
8*&*+�

%%%,
=	�(-$�,�-.?&())*+%%%,
=	�(-$�,�-.?&())*+%%%,
=	�(-$�,�-.?&())*+%%%,
=	�(-$�,�-.?&())*+ ����


