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      To the Church of the Columbia/Willamette: What I 
want you to do, God helping you, is to take  your 
everyday, ordinary life--your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life--and place it before God 
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the 
best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be 
changed from the inside out.  
      Readily recognize what he wants from you, and 
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, 
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, 
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed 
maturity in you. I'm speaking to you out of deep 
gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially 
as I have responsibilities in relation to you.  
      Living then, as every one of you does, in pure 
grace, it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves 
as people who are bringing this goodness to God. No, 
God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to 
understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he 
does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 
In this way we are like the various parts of a human 
body. Each part gets its meaning from the body as a 
whole, not the other way around. The body we're 
talking about is Christ's body of chosen people. Each of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a 
chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn't amount to much, would 
we?  
      So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed 
and marvelously functioning parts in Christ's body, let's just go ahead and 
be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing 
ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren't. If you 
preach, just preach God's Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, 
don't take over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give 
encouraging guidance, be careful that you don't get bossy; if you're put in 
charge, don't manipulate; if you're called to give aid to people in distress, 
keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the 
disadvantaged, don't let yourself get irritated with them or depressed by 
them.  
      Keep a smile on your face. Love from the center of who you are; 
don't fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good. Be 
good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle. Don't burn 
out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame.Be alert servants of the Master, 
cheerfully expectant. Don't quit in hard times; pray all the harder.  
      Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. Bless your 
enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy friends 
when they're happy; share tears when they're down. Get along with each 
other; don't be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don't be the great 
somebody. Don't hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you've got it in 
you, get along with everybody. Don't insist on getting even; that's not for 
you to do. "I'll do the judging," says God. "I'll take care of it." Our 
Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person 
lunch, or if he's thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him 
with goodness.  
      Don't let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.  
      See you soon! Paul. 
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In future issues we’re looking for contributions from you. We need… 
 

�� Stories of special times you and your church family have shared.  
�� Creative ideas for the kids, and for studying the word together.  
�� Ideas  for sharing the Lord’s Table, and times of prayer and worship.   
�� Recipes for simple meals together.  
�� Articles from other home fellowship people.  
�� News from outside the region 
�� Book and movie reviews. 
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       So what do we have to offer new believers? Simple churches don’t have a 
massive choir, an awesome youth program, or a fancy sound system. All we 
have to offer is small, simple, and hopefully, committed little groups of people 
who are devoted to Jesus, to one another, and eager to receive new friends into 
the circle. 
       That’s all we have. Not much is it? Without the bells and whistles of what 
most of us have experienced in church, we had better be very good at what we 
have, namely the fellowship of the Christ followers. That being the case, here 
are a three things to keep in mind as you enjoy your life together.  
 

�� Go! Get out of your living room. Jesus’ command to his followers 
was to go and make disciples, teaching them to observe all that he had 
commanded. How long has it been since your fellowship went out in 
the world together? Here’s a thought: decide on a place for your 
congregation to hang out. Ray Oldenburg, in his book, The Great 
Good Place, calls a location where people go to just ‘be together’ a 
“third place.” Do you and your church family have a third place to 
just “hang out?” A coffee shop, pub, bookstore, park or street corner? 
The world is a big place. Think of the possibilities!   

 
�� Grow! Do you and your church have a plan for growth? What 

happens when you’ve grown out of your meeting space? Addition, 
that is “building a bigger barn,” isn’t in the DNA of simple churches,  
multiplication is. Simple churches think that since Jesus  promised to 
be in the midst of even a few believers, He would rather be in a 
hundred places among ten than in one place among a thousand. So, 
how do you get ready to grow? Pray, then decide on who in your 
fellowship will be next to plant a new church.  Decide who will be 
your  “sent ones” early in the life of your fellowship. With somebody 
in the queue, you’ll be ready to grow when the time comes.   

 
�� Stay loose! Keep your circle open. A tight circle of friends may feel 

secure and cozy, but it doesn’t leave room for others. One of the 
realities of contemporary life is that there are a lot of disenfranchised 
people about. They are looking for a family. Can you be that for 
them? Is your circle of fellowship loose enough so a stranger can 
become a friend and brother or sister? The reality of faith is this: most 
people need to belong before they believe. Seekers will recognize you 
as Jesus’ followers because you love one another. They will become 
followers themselves if that love also extends to them.  
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Go! Grow! Stay Loose!  
By Dan Mayhew  
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We are enjoying getting to know the kids 
at the orphanage, feeling more “at home” 
there each time we visit, to work or play.  
These children (as with all kids) are so 
precious in God’s sight.  He’s definitely 
got a “soft spot” for them, as is demon-
strated during Jesus’ ministry:  “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these” (Mt. 19:14); “I 
tell you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like 
this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven” (Mt. 18:3- 4).  
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 Pray for physical and emotional strength, favor from gov. authorities, 
Medicare license, and financial provision. 
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   A loha from beautiful Hawaii! Most people envis ion us “ locals” 
hanging out on the beach, or surfing to our heart’s content. Actually, V ickie 
and I landed smack in  the m iddle of third-world conditions in a remote 
comm unity  on the southern tip of the Big Island. W e are 40 m iles from  the 
nearest town/ police dept/ water line/ cell phone service. The Lord brought 
us here to be the only healthcare providers: W hat a challenge! W e have been 
very well accepted by both the comm unity and the other healthcare fac ilit ies 
on the island. At the same tim e, we are overwhelm ed by the sheer vo lum e of 
need out here: we see frequently see d iseases that are com monly believed to 
be eradicated in developed countries! There is one param edic unit in our area 
(serving 500 sq m iles), but they also serve as fire f ighters. If there is m ore 
than one call at a  t im e, we have experienced wait times as long as 30 
m inutes for help to arrive. The c losest hospital is an hour away, and it only 
provides basic services. If a heart attack or a head injury shows up, it will 
probably be 10-12 hours to defin it ive treatment. Most of our com munity is 
under insured, and the State safety net insurance is hard to qualify 
for… Yikes! 

V ickie is a Fam ily  Nurse Pract it ioner, and R ick is a Nurse 
Adm inistrator at the Hospita l. W e bought the “Ol’ Docta’s House”, which 
has a small c lin ic attached. W e are in the process of cleaning it up (it was 
em pty for 8 years), bringing it up to code, and purchasing   com puters, 
supplies, and m edications. W e have applied for a County Special Use 
Perm it, which is a polit ica lly  loaded (and expensive) requirem ent to open for 
patients. In  the meantim e, we hold clin ic hours in the local Com munity 
Center, seeing whoever shows up! It has been a real tria l of fa ith: at t imes 
overwhelm ing. But, God wants us here, so we are here to stay! 
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Dave & Carmen Parish 
Mission Aviation Fellowship  
PO Box 3202  
Redlands, CA 92373 
 
dparish@maf.org 

       Dave and Carmen are getting ready to move their family to 
Afghanistan to assist a humanitarian organization called PACTEC.  
      Afghanistan has been devastated by war for more than 20 years. 
The population is poverty stricken, suffering from poor health and 
malnutrition. The highway system and local roads are in severe 
disrepair. During the winter, roads are snowbound. The Afghan 
government has requested PACTEC to provide transportation to other 
humanitarian aid agencies as they assist in the reconstruction process. 
In addition, PACTEC flies relief and medical supplies and cargo into 
remote areas.  
      Dave’s services as an aircraft maintenance specialist are desperately 
needed so the work can continue and even expand, as Afghan workers 
are trained and discipled to be servant-leaders in their own country.  

����	���		���

Dave and Carmen still have the majority of their support to raise. Please 
pray that the support raising phase of their work goes smoothly.  
 
Pray for the proper timing for their departure 
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       George Patterson, arguably one of the early pioneers of what some call 
“the house church movement,” suggests that groups of house churches ought to 
have something he calls, “ROAM.” The term is an acronym: Reciprocal One 
Another  Ministries.  
       Patterson suggests that if a church is small enough to practice the “one 
anothers” of scripture together, it is probably too small to have an adequate gift 
mix. In other words, most small group churches are deficient in some 
important people gifts. A group may have a wonderful teacher on hand, but not 
a passionate evangelist. Another fellowship may have great musical gifts, but  
nobody that is an effective teacher. There will likely be a leader in every group 
but not necessarily what the Bible calls “an elder.” This is why a cooperative 
network of simple churches is important. What one group lacks, another group 
in the network will have.  
       Eventually, this space will have a longer list of “ROAMers,” people who, 
upon your request, are available to share their gifts and experience with your 
fellowship. There will be folks who have a specific teaching to share; a prayer 
warrior who can facilitate a time of intercession; a musician who can share 
praise and worship songs; or a specialist who can suggest ideas for ministering 
to your kids. The list will be getting longer as we learn what gifts are available. 
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Worship and Prayer– Works with the Downtown House of Prayer 
Kathleen Thompson����������	���
�� E-mail: ��
������������
��  

Missions– Experienced church planter in multicultural environments.  
Galen Currah—���������	������ E-mail: �����
������������
�� �

Teaching– Explanation of the relationship of early Bible personalities. 
John Barnhill—���������	������ E-mail:  ���������!���"��#���" �

July/August 2006 

Teaching– The nature and purpose of the church; prayer; submission. 
Dan Mayhew����������	
����� E-mail: $��������"�������� �

Teaching– Teaches about intimacy with Jesus; prayer; the tabernacle. 
Jody Mayhew����������	
����� E-mail: %�$!�&��!�������"����"  
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       Balance is important in simple churches. Many Christ followers 
find their way to small-group fellowships because they value the sense 
of community, the feeling of family. They want to simply “be the 
church.” Nevertheless, some, having made the transition to more 
relational church life, feel the need for what we typically call, 
“teaching.” Nobody doubts the importance of learning about the things 
God, but sometimes the loose relational style of a house fellowship 
doesn’t lend itself to a structured presentation of information. There 
needs to be a balance. 
      That’s why we’re making plans for “In-Depth Retreats,” one, two 
or three day getaways dealing with particular topics. In addition to 
specific content, each retreat will include a focus on practical 
application so the time will not simply be a “download” of information.  
      This space will be set aside for information about upcoming In-
Depth Retreats. Topics and schedules will be announced as new ones 
are considered or previous retreats are repeated. If you have an idea for 
a retreat please communicate with Voices. We’re anxious to hear ideas 
for topics, retreat locations, teachers and dates. Here are a couple of 
ideas that are already “in the hopper” for the near future:  
 

�� Introduction to Missions. What is involved in what is 
commonly called “missionary work?” What about short-term 
missions? What possibilities are available through the local 
simple church network? 

  
�� What does it mean to follow Jesus? A time for young 

believers to explore the implications of being a disciple.  

More Coming soon! Watch this space... 
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�������� pilgrimsband@gmail.com�� �!�� www.quiversociety.com 

 T h e  C h u rc h  o f  H o l y  a n d  S a c re d  C o m m u n io n  h a s  b e e  m e et i n g  
re g u la r ly  fo r  b re a k in g  o f  b re a d  to g e th e r ,  s in g in g  to g e th e r ,  l o o k in g  a t  
t h e  s c r i p tu re s  t o g e th e r  a n d  s e e k in g  t o  m e e t  e a c h  o th e rs  n e e d s .   
W e  h a ve  h a d  m a n y  v i s i t o rs  a n d  s e e m  to  b e  a  g ro u p  t ha t  h a s  m a n y  
a c t iv e  i n  th e  g ro u p  r i g h t  n o w  th a t w i l l  b e  so o n  le av in g  fo r  d i f fe re n t  
t im e s  o f  m is s io n .   W e  a re  o f te n  i n vo l ve d  in  e a c h  o th e rs  li ve s  
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k . 
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      Several pages of Voices in the Wilderness will include a listing of 
home churches in the Columbia/Willamette region. Groups that have 
sent in photos and more detailed information about what they are doing 
will have as much as a page. Others will just have box with basic 
contact information. There is a form so you can submit a detailed 
profile of you group. Just e-mail us at cwscc@summithome.org and 
we’ll send an attachment so you can let us know what’s happening in 
your little corner of the church.  



12 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 	 
 
 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	

������������	�

��
����
�
����
��
����������

�������
����
����
���
��
�
�� ����

�����
������
��
����
� 



�!
���
"#$%&
�$�'$�($
"�������
�&


�'�����
����!�� �)��������*+���


Hi, everybody! We’re the 69th Street fellowship, even though we don’t 
always meet on 69th these days. We first started meeting in Northeast 
Portland on 69th Street before moving north to Vancouver at the Albert-
son’s place on, you guessed it, 69th Street. Reluctantly, we’ve broken 
the chain and started to meet every other month at the Swindler’s place 
on Market Drive near Mall 205.  
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Time: Sunday 5:30 PM�
Phone: (503) 650-9320     B(#���/��melaniehempel@earthlink.net 
             (503) 656-5236               alo44@Yahoo.com 
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Location: Maywood Park (NE Portland)  
Time: Sunday, 11:00 AM 
Phone: (503) 239-3860������������ B(#���/�richhagler@juno.com�
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Time:  
Phone: (503) 357-2431�������������E-mail: millerman@juno.com 
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Location: Vancouver, WA 
"�#�/��
$ ���/��� ��
���
��	���� ��������������� B(#���/��&�
�� �����
�� �

14 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 	 
 
 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	


���
�:��B ���
���
�:��B ���
���
�:��B ���
���
�:��B ��� "�
����
�	���2E�"��
�	�+
�		
�"�
����
�	���2E�"��
�	�+
�		
�"�
����
�	���2E�"��
�	�+
�		
�"�
����
�	���2E�"��
�	�+
�		
�� ���
#�
�
���5� �
���
�����$��
�������
 �������&������� #���������� *�0	5� =���������
��������
	�����' ��(����������
��
��"���"�'�(((��(������������"�

Do you want to bring the Kingdom of God to people?  
Do you want to see people healed?  Then spend time 
with Jesus and let Him immerse your heart into His 
heart.  Start with a street corner, marketplace – or next 
door.  Reach out to one person.  Give them a hug.  Buy 
them a hamburger.  Do you want to reach the poor?  Go 
where they are.  Do you want to bring healing to people?  
Join with brethren who are praying for the sick.  
Remember intimacy with Jesus will bring fruitfulness.  
Let Jesus draw you into His heart.  He shows us how to 
go into all the world, …and across the street.  And He 
shows us how to stop for the one and He gives us the ability to then love the 
one in front of us. 
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The word for "fellowship" is koinonia, which means "to have in common" 
or "to share," as those who are united with Christ with one another in a way that 
results in individual and corporate spiritual growth.  This is accomplished 
through the exchange of God's love and truth, which is called "ministry" (i.e., 
"service"). 

Koinonia is viewed by the New Testament as the essential "non-optional" 
environment for spiritual growth. Clearly such koinonia is not just a matter of 
attending one or two meetings a week.  It is much more than that.  In fact 
attending services may not contribute to strengthening koinonia at all.  Verses 
like Hebrews 10:25 "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together" are 
frequently misunderstood today to mean only our presence at church meetings.  
It is not just the presence of other members that is needed, but also their function 
". . . the eye cannot say to the hand I have no need of you." (I Cor. 12:21) 
       Christians are viewed as the Body of Christ because we are spiritually 
united with Christ and with each other.  Since we are members of one another, 
we need to relate to each other in a mutually interdependent way.  The important 
point, therefore, is not just that we attend meetings, but that we authentically 
share the life of Christ with one another.  Thus, "speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the Head, even Christ, from whom 
the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the 
body for the building up of itself in love."  (Eph. 4:15,16) 
       HOW CAN WE PRACTICE KOINONIA?  The whole Bible defines 
normative involvement in Christian koinonia in two major ways: 1. By serving 
other Christians with our spiritual gifts and receiving others' service through 
their spiritual gifts, i.e. ministry. 2. We can love one another in various practical 
ways.  Taken from the model of Jesus, the apostles taught a profile of the ways 
that we can love another.  These are the "one another" imperatives of the letters: 
 
 Build up.  (I Thess. 5:11);           Encourage.  (I Thess. 5:11;  Heb. 3:13; 10:25)  
Accept .  (Rom. 14:1; 15:7);        Admonish.  (Col. 3:16; Rom. 15:14);          
Be hospitable.  (I Peter 4:9)        Forgive.  (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13)  
Serve. (Gal. 5:13; Rom. 12:10)   Confess your sins.  (James. 5:16)     
 

As we practice giving love to other Christians in these ways and as we allow 
them to express love to us in these ways, we are practicing koinonia and 
expressing mutual interdependence as members of Christ and one another. 

What is Koinonia?  
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Special Dates  
 

Network Picnic at Lewisville Park 
July 22nd  

  
BBQ with Church of the Servant 

King August 12th 
 

Celebration of the Children 
August 30th - September 2nd  
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