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Learn to Plead
the Promises

Early in the ministry | had an experience which
completely changed my understanding of prayer.
What a transformation! | was called to start
churches and had just discovered the "prayer
meeting truth” in Acts. So | started a prayer
meeting - the first one | ever attended.

In came an elderly Methodist one night. When he
prayed | detected something new. "I have never heard
praying like that," | thought to myself. It was not
fervency - | had plenty of that. Heaven and Earth got no
further apart - in fact, were moving along together! He
had it taped or so it seemed to me. The Holy Spirit was
right here, in action, giving him assurance of the answer
even while he was praying! When | prayed God was
"way out there", listening in the distance somewhere.
The answer, too, was in the distance, totally
unreachable.

Discovery! Eager to learn his secret | went to see
him one day. His name was Ambrose Whaley and
everyone called him "Uncle Am". He was a retired
blacksmith - also a Methodist lay preacher. | soon came
to the point: "Uncle Am, | would love to pray with
you". At once he arose, led me outside across the
driveway into a red barn, up a ladder, into a haystack!
There, in some old hay, lay two big Bibles - one open.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

"What is this?" | thought. | first prayed, as | recall ipdured out my
heart, needs, burdens, wishes, aspirations, ambitions to God. Then he
prayed - and there was "that difference" again. There, inhidnat on

our knees, at eye level, | said: "Uncle Am, what is it have some

kind of secret in praying. Would you mind sharing it with me?"

I was 24, he was 73 (he lived to be 93) and with an eagle-look in his
eyes, he said, "Young man, learn to plead the promises of God!"

That did it! My praying has never been the same since.vildralt
completely changed my understanding of prayer. It really
revolutionized it! | "saw it" as soon as he said it. Saw &hakell -
when | prayed there was fervency, ambition, etc.—the Lord does not
put a perfect "squelch” on these either—but | lacked faith. Prsiye
key to Heaven, but faith unlocks the door. There must be faith.

Where does that come from? From hearing the Word of God. Uncle
Am would plead Scripture
after Scripture, reminding
Him of promise after
promise, pleading these like
a lawyer does his case - The
Holy Spirit pouring in His
Assurance of being heard.

This man knew the

promises "by the bushel".

He did not seem to need

those two Bibles in that

hay! | soon learned that he

was a mighty intercessor. He prayed "clear through". He gragiag
the Bible as a basis on which his prayers were built. He tangtthe
secret of intercessory praying. How can | ever thank God enaugh f
leading me to such a prayer warrior!

What happened? With this discovery, God really gave me a new
Bible! | had not yet learned how to make the Bible my prayer bbok.
gave me a new motivation for Bible study. | began to "dig imould
now search the Scriptures...meditate...mark its many promises...
memorize, memorize, memorize! There are thousands of proraises;
promise for every need, burden, problem, situation.

"Young man, learn to plead the promises of God!" These words
keep ringing in my soul! ~~



Where or With Whom?

Where do you go to church?

It's a predictable question. It is the way we Christians get to know
one another, the church version of, “What's your sign?” or “Where do
you work?” or “Howyoudoin’'?” The question is intended to open the
door to further conversation (although it may as easily close it) by find-
ing common ground.

That we ask “where?” betrays a certain attitude toward our walk of
faith. It suggests that ‘place’ is the key element. Furthermore, the
‘where’ question is an attempt to get at what a person believes. Is your
church Evangelical? Mainline? Charismatic? Reformed or liturgical?
Implicit in the asking is a test of fellowship. Do you believe the right
things, that is, do you believe as | do? Worst of all, the where question
suggests that the church is a place that you can leave—it has a door you
can walk out of.

That is why it is the wrong question. The question oughtn’t be
“where do you go to church?” Rather it should be, “with whom has God
called you tdoethe church?” In the bodResident Alienby Stanley
Hauerwas and William Willimon, the authors write, “The most credible
form of witness and the most “effective” thing [the church] can do for
the world, is the actual creation of a living, breathing, visible commu-
nity of faith.” In other words, the followers of Jesus are not called to a
place; they are called to be a people. Jesus said that our love for one an-
other would be the brand-mark of our discipleship. Where we go to
church is a matter of logistics. With whom we go to church is a matter
of destiny.

In truth, there are no shortcuts to relationship. Often the ‘where’
guestion is a backdoor to the hard work of community which requires
the investment of time to get to know someone. As that investment
plays out, the next difficult step is toward covenant. It is the pragpr s
that asks the Father, “is this the people you have called me to love and
to serve?” It is a step we rarely take, but the step that isfwtal are to
win the world—and it is not optional.

Deitrich Bonhoeffer sums it up nicelylitffe Together“In a Chris-
tian community everything depends upon whether each individual is an
indispensable link in a chain. Only when even the smallest link is se-
curely interlocked is the chain unbreakable=

~Dan Mayhew



Sisters Caring and Sharing

Ladies from the 69th Street congregation invite women to
help threatened Ugandan children.

For over the past 19 years the people of
northern Uganda and southern Sudan have
been terrorized by a group calling itself
the "Lord’s Resistance Army" or LRA.

With no political platform, no

constituency, and no beneficial purpose in

the eyes of the people it claims to

represent, the LRA are led by evil

madmen hell-bent on death and

destruction. Sadly most of it's "soldiers" are kidnapped hild young
children - forced to kill their parents, siblings and friendd they receive
the same death sentence themselves. In the past few yeaisprthe
Resistance Army has abducted over 44,000 children in northern Ufgande
use as child soldiers, forced “wives”, and porters. The LRA agp® exist
solely for its own benefit with a stated intent of takingrave government
of Uganda.

Thus, fear of abduction by the LRA and subsequent forced conscript
beatings, and/or rape have compelled thousands of children irsthietsliof
Gulu and Kitgum to walk several miles every night from themes in rural
village areas to safer locations in the larger nearligscifThey look for
sidewalks, bus stations and camps to sleep on the ground or cdloamete
every night - and often with no blankets or bedding. These childre
collectively known as the "Night Commuters" or "night walkers".

These children choose to make this journey each dusk and dawséec
the LRA prefers to attack small isolated villages, iadteof mounting
complex urban assaults. These “Night Commuters” spend the nidtleldu
together in bus stops, under patios, and in doorways; in any opespdiz
with the slightest amount of shelter. Without a mattresseepsbn, or a
shower to bathe in, the children then rise in the morning ankl ek to
their villages where they attend school and work on their family farms.

Far Reaching Ministries
has been operating in the
areas of northern Uganda
and southern Sudan since
1999. In that time eight of staff members have been killed biR#eand
numerous others have barely survived attacks on vehicle con#®&M. has



ministered to children and adults who have been victimized blyRiAeand
has experienced firsthand the anger and the fear that aret @f paot
knowing when the next attack will come.

Nicole Adams of the 69th Street Fellowship
was touched by the story of the children of
Uganda and decided to do something about it by
arranging a fund raising dessert for women who
were interested in helping to create a safe haven
for Ugandan kids in danger of abuse by the LRA.

After hearing Nicole’s vision, Aletha
Brennan, also of 69th Street offered to help.

Others in the fellowship also agreed to join the effort—SharBwindler
arranged the refreshments while Dan and Jody Mayhew volunteehexbt
the event in their back yard.

The dessert was held on Saturday, July 29th. It was attendaiooloy 20
ladies who enjoyed a time of conversation and desert. Later,eNéaul
Aletha spoke about Far Reaching Ministries and the needfohagens in
Uganda. Enough money was raised to provide a safe zone for the kids.

As the planning of the event
unfolded, both Nicole and Aletha
began to envision more gatherings of
sisters who wanted to share their
passion for service and ministry. Thus,
Sisters Caring and Sharing was born
with a vision for helping the helpless
wherever they might be found.

So, keep your ears open for more
fellowships with a purpose. Sisters
Caring and Sharing have only begun.~

EPIC House to be Dedicated

CityTeam welcomes transitional housing

August 6th will be the day of an open house and dedicatioBRP6C
House in southeast Portland. EPIC House is a transitional housing
opportunity for graduates from the CityTeam recovery prograsidents
will live at EPIC House as they reintegrate into maewtn living. The
open house will be from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. and include a barbecue anc
fellowship time.

Call (360) 695-1558 for details. ~~
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Picnics Add Fellowship to Simple
Church Summer

It's summertime and the living is easy. At least
that's what it seems like among the simple
churches. Two picnics (that we know of) have been
scheduled for the summer months.

Lewisville Park

The first picnic took place on July"@at Lewisville
Park.Skip and Susan Paynterleft) of the East Vancouver
Fellowship came early and staked out a premium spot so
the rest of us could come and enjoy the customary picnic
lunch (without the ants) and lots of conversation around the
picnic tables and over a gameZaink! The day was hot so a
swim in the nearby Lewis River was in order. Dave and
daughter Eloise, and Dan M. braved the chilly water without
regret as the temperature that day rose into triple digits.

Salmon Creek—August 12th

August 12 will mark the second picnic of the season when
communities from around the area will gather at Salmon CredkiPa
Vancouver. On the invitation list are Church of the Senkng in
North Portland, EPIC Wineskins, Summit Fellowships (Portland/
Vancouver) and Refuge of Christ (ROC) from Forest Grove.

We're assuming lunchtime at about 1PM and those who want to
stay through dinner can have a second meal together as wello§o, m
likely it will be a leisurely day-long affair where peoplan come and
go as schedules permit. There is a lake at the parkhh&ids tend to
enjoy, and trails. For more information call (503)287-6905 or visit

[http://www.ci.vancouver.wa.us/parks-recreation]. ~~
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prayer
is available to facilitate prayer and worship.
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com

Old Testament Characters~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding dbenections in the Old
Testament. (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple
churches and about ministry in third world settingsalen has traveled
extensively worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencu@ajmail.com

Church Life or Genesis Study ~Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the
church. The biblical “big picture” based on a stud Genesis 3, 6 & 11.
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org

Islam & Ministry to Muslims ~ By a brother who has traveled extensively in
Muslim nations and will share about his journeysl about ministry to
Muslims. Info—(503) 287-6905 or CWSCC@summithomg.or

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Itimacy with Jesus ~Jody Mayhew.
Teacher and Women'’s Rep for International Renewaldtfies.
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@prayersummits.net

Children & Family ~ Micheal Harris. Specializes in teaching small gup
how to integrate families and children into the liff the community.
(503) 663-6603 ~ michealcharris@aol.com

Five Fold Ministry Gifts ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has
one or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians dadership ministry is for
everyone. (360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com

Specialty ~Does someone in your fellowship have a gift to ehar
Phone ~ e-mall
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Below are suggestions for future workshops and seminars. We
welcome your input about them and your suggestions for ottugric
areas that may be of value to you and your church communityese
events will be available, not only to simple churches but tiroader
Christian Community._Please communicate with us abdotDepth
Weekends Drop us a note aCWSCC@summithome.org.

Core Values and Culture~ A critical look at the lens
through which we see the world. The values thaeme
brace in the church do not reflect biblical worlelw? Is
it too late to change? Is resistance futile? Hagdoeen
assimilated?

Short Term Missions~ Delta Ministries will conduct a
workshop for people who are interested in missiens,
ther short or long term. The purpose will be tontia-
tendees for scheduled short-term missions or fordéu
outreaches.

Making Jesus Lord ~ Biblical foundations for follow-
ing Jesus. Understanding God’s purpose for ouslive
through a personal relationship with Jesus. A waoks
for new believers and young disciples designed as a
foundation for spiritual formation.

Understanding Islam~ An introduction to Islam and
Muslim culture with a special focus on presenting t
gospel in a way that makes sense to Muslims.
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Contact information at http://www.summithome.orgéc®004.htm

Rick and Vickie Crosby ~ Mission Aloha—Oceanview, Hawaii

Clinic project among the Marshall Islander populatn.
The Planning Commission approved our special

use permit with a few stipulations...
One: We have to have an additional 10,000 gallon
water tank on site in case of a fire. Two: No
narcotics stored onsite. Three: An engineer must
investigate our sewer use. We are okay currently to
open. But, when we are ready to expand we will nee d
to change to a septic system.

Planning to open on August 21st . We need time
to build the handicap ramp, put up a tank, and
hopefully finish the second exam room. We will pla n
an official open house sometime in September

Jake and Charity Miller ~Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico

Work with an orphanage in Morelia.
The last couple months | have been working ha rd

in the garden (now with the use of a ROTOTILLER! Ya Y,
God!) | am learning more and more about growing
vegetables each time | plant. Lately, my friend
Genado and | have been picking weeds. We've got a | ot
of weeds, piles and piles of them now!

We also enjoyed some visits from Charity's
parents, my parents and are awaiting a visit from m y
friend Nathan B. on the 20th of July. It's great to
have guest quarters. We are also hoping to host a
mission trip from our church, Summit Fellowships, i n
the coming months. Lots of work to do!

Dave and Carmen Parish- MAF—Central Asia
Aircraft maintenance for humanitarian organizations
We have been really excited to see what the

Lord is doing with our support team. In the last we ek
two additional churches have decided to support us as
well as one family. We are close to 45% of what we
need to raise. We have been involved with some very
supportive groups of people and not just in the
financial sense, but people who have been encouragi ng
us and others who have volunteered to help us with
logistics and so forth and for that we are grateful

[The Parishes have obtained a motor home to
travel with for the next months as they continue
raising support. They hosted a “Bon Voyage BBQ on' t he
29th.]
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Gatherings on the West Side-
Beaverton, Aloha, Hillsboro
Randy Kinnison ~ randy@thejourneywc.com
Phone: 503.267.3257
http://www.thejourneywc.com/
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The Journey’s First Celebration Service!

The Journey held their first public celebration service at Shute
Park in Hillsboro, on July 23, 2006. The event was called a “soft
launch,” or “rolling launch.” The Journey has its official launch on
September 17. Call or email for details.
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Time: Sunday 5:30 PM
Phone: (503) 650-9320 melaniehempel@earthlink.net
(503) 656-5236 alo44@Yahoo.com

Brian and Monica Fletchner
Sunday, 10AM to whenever (503) 777-8088
pilgrimsband@gmail.com WWW.quiversociety.com

Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger - Phone: (503) 357-2431
E-mail: millerman@juno.com ~ themoss@juno.com
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January of this year we divided ourselves into twagregations wit
one in North Portland and the other in Vancouver.

We are fairly active volunteering at City Team nsimnies where we
have a couple who work up close with those workhmgugh AA's

12 Steps. We have also planted a small organigregation there
which meets 1:00 p.m. Sunday. In addition we wdlHelping City

Team with some of their platform ministries thisrsuer.

Left is a Barbecue EPIC had
with some men from CityTeam
Ministries and another Van-
couver house church. We had
lots of food and mingling, be-
fore moving inside for a brief
time telling our groups’ story
and how we came to where we|
currently are. A great thing
about the Vancouver group is
most of us have ended up liv-
ing a block or so from each
other.
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Rich & Kimberly Hagler
Maywood Park (NE Portland)
Sunday, 11:00 AM

(503) 239-3860
richhagler@juno.com

Isaiah 61 House Church becSep. 4, 2005 with 13 adventuresome fol
previously meeting at the Mayhew'pining with Rich & Kimberly Hagle
who were sensing the Father’s call to start a newsé church.

Building on“hearing and following the leading of the SpiriDNA thal
the Mayhew's modeled, Isaiah 61 is a gathering efeleers who desire
intentionally and experientially submi the Lordship of Jesus as He disci
us and to walk together with all others who shheg tlesire. As His Body, \
believe our corporate, committed discipleship jeyrrincludes living ot
Jesus’ own Gospel ministry, which He announceduiotigg Isaiah 61:1,The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has dedirMe b preach th
Gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaimasteto the captivegnd
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free thod®o vare downtrodden,ot
proclaim the favorable year of the Lorc

The church gathers at Rich & Kimberly's every Sundall AM, to live
out these Kingdom values over the course of thgaay by extensiorthe res
of the week). Based on 1 Corinthians 14:26, theyBidd begins with aime of
Spirit-led, spontaneous praise, worship, Scripture reagingphetic word:
and prayer to the Father, which then transitions $fiaring and ministering
one another over what the Lord has been sayingdaimd) in our lives. Thi
gathering continues with a meal around the tabteiaformal fellowshipinto
the late afternoon (and sometimes the evening).

Since we first started meeting together, we haesn limbled and bless
by the sense of the Father’s intimategance, out of which the Spirit has t
actively ministering irour lives and relationships. That ministry has bleeth
good and challengingas you might imagine, as the Father has beerirg
and sanctifying us to look more like His Son.

As a resultof these intimate interchanges, the group has geaning ir
love for one another and bonding as a communitienofmeeting togeth
informally in smaller groups for fun and fellowsHhiproughout the week. T
church includes both singles and married ¢esim all walks and stages of |
spanning the ages of the mid-20’s to the early-70’s

It's been a wonderful and wild ride following “th&/ild Goose”so fa
(which is how the Celtic Christians referred to thely Spirit), and we al
looking forward to so much more!
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Congratulations to a fellowship that will be a veysy
place over the next eight months!
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George Barna’s new boolRevolution!
Reviewd by Dr. Rob Robinson - EPIC Wineskins

Respected church pollster George Barna’'s most recentRmaly-
tion will surely catch the attention of Evangelicals everywherar. tlventy-
five years Barna has been researching and tracking cuttemals affecting
the western church and dispensing that data to those who find it both he
ful and crucial to their ministrie®Revolutionis unique; it concentrates on a
single trend - a trend that is already redefining faith and tmgra@ in
America.

Barna describes it as an explosion of spiritual energy and actisity-re
ing in an unprecedented reengineering of America'’s faith dimension. This
is likely to be the most significant transition in the religiouslkcape that
you will ever experience, involving the intersection of cultural change and
spiritual transformation.

This book is about a new breed of Christian Revolutionaries which are cu
rently flying under-the-radar. They’re beginning to emerge in America ant
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are bringing the spiritual revolution with them. Barna describes (bém
which there are over 20 million and growing) as devout followers of Jesus
Christ who are serious about their faith, who are constantlghigging

and interacting with God, and whose lives are centered on thaif ivel
Christ. Some of them are aligned with a congregational chouthmany

of them are not. The key to understanding them is not what cthegh
attend, or even if they attend. Instead, it is their complete dextidatbe-

ing thoroughly Christian by viewing every moment of life througdpati-

tual lens and making every decision in light of biblical prilesp Barna
goes on to describe seven passions that make revolutionaries revojutiona
They are intimate worship, faith-based conversations, ioteadtispiritual
growth, servanthood, resource investment, spiritual friendships, wanilgt fa
faith.

Barna has discovered that many revolutionaries operate otresiiile
tional church structures and congregational connections. Helsestie
forms they use as “spiritual mini-movements.” They include home
schooling, “simple church” fellowships (i.e., house churches), dabli
worldview groups, various marketplace ministries, spiritlistipline net-
works, and Christian creative arts guilds. None of these mmwements
has emerged to become the focal point of spiritual growthnierfca, yet
their impact is becoming significant. The fact is that they are helpirg red
fine the nature and the face of ministry in our world. In manyswayo-
lutionaries are opening the door to a new way of doing church, pest s
cifically by their focus orbeingthe church.

Barna includes a chapter titled, “Jesus the Revolutionaryhefocal
person and point of every Christian revolutionary. Also included are
chapters describing various dimensions of this revolution, and it's shaping
of the revolutionary. Those who remain skeptical of this movement will
appreciate a perspective from critics of this movement. One of the more
valuable inclusions is the Appendix: “How A Local Church Can Respond
Appropriately to the Revolution.”

Barna had three expectations in writing this book: 1) To inform people
of the radical changes that are reshaping the church; 2) to go beyond just
introducing the Revolution and it participants, by helping Revolutionaries
gain better understanding of themselves; and (3) to encourage individual’
that are struggling with their place in the Kingdom of God and to consider
this spiritual awakening as a viable alternative to what thghthiave ex-
perienced thus far. As a respected Evangelical authority he accaplish
this task and in the process shared his own love and passion for the
Christ’s church. This may very well be Barna’s best work thus so far and
well worth the read regardless of one’s revolutionary tendencieskor la
thereof. ~~
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Special Dates

August 12 ~ All Networks Picnic
At Salmon Creek Park



