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The Greatest Miracle 

        And so it came to pass that … a man child was born of 
the seed of woman. And the woman’s name was Mary.  
       While Mary slept, the Holy Spirit overshadowed this 
young maiden, and the seed of woman sprang into 
germination. And in this wondrous seed there was no stain of 
sin of the descendants of Adam.   
       So from Mary’s exotic seed there began to form a soul 
and body unscarred by the history of fallen man.  
       In that same mysterious moment, an even greater wonder 
emerged, for the very DNA of God joined with this unique 
seed. And so there was joined in this one-cell embryo an 
unblemished body and soul from the visible realm. And from 
the invisible realm there was joined in this embryo a living 
spirit…even the very Spirit and life of God.  
       The very essence of all that God is pulsated deep within 
that man-child embryo. Behold, the genetics of an unfallen 
man growing together with the genetics of God.  
       Residing within these now multiplying cells was a truly 
living human spirit. Surely nothing like this had existed since 
Adam’s spirit flickered out in the Garden and Adam died to 
the spiritual realm. And thus it came to pass that there was 
conceived, once, and only once, One who was wholly Son of 
Man and wholly Son of God.  
       Earth had never witnessed such a conception: sinless 
man, with the very life of God the Father dwelling within. 
Heaven had never witnessed such a conception: Almighty 
God…become visible in human form, in the physical realm!  
       What grew in Mary’s womb was a being unlike any 
creature that had ever existed before. Would he remain 
unique, a glorious one-of-a-kind, or did he portend the 
beginning of a new species?  
       Whatever this One was, whatever he would become, his 
conception was quite simply the greatest single miracle of all 
time. For in that hour, God became man! 

����� ����
�����  !� "�#���$%&�$'� �

(�%'�)�*��%'�
+��������

(����%�'���
���,-����.�/��' ��

�	�

�0

�1
23

1�
�4

��4
�

�	�

�0

�1
23

1�
�4

��4
�

�	�

�0

�1
23

1�
�4

��4
�

�	�

�0

�1
23

1�
�4

��4
�

�� �� 1
31

�
13

1�
13

1�
13

1�
�� ��

���
#�

56
�2

17
��3

�
���

#�
56

�2
17

��3
�

���
#�

56
�2

17
��3

�
���

#�
56

�2
17

��3
�

�� �� �
42

�
�4

2�
�4

2�
�4

2�
�� ��

/%
'//

8'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

/%
'//

8'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

/%
'//

8'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

/%
'//

8'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

�� ��
%

%
%

9'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

%
%

%
9'

.��
���

���
9�

�:
%

%
%

9'
.��

���
���

9�
�:

%
%

%
9'

.��
���

���
9�

�:
�� ��



� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 	 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	

2 

       "So, whaddayah do with the kids?"  
       The question of how to integrate children into a home church is often 
asked by people who seem overwhelmed by the prospect. We have found it to 
be a challenge worth tackling.  
              The responsibility of "churching" our kids is solely ours; we cannot 
leave it with anyone else. We have no nursery by choice. One of the "Big 
Church" structures we rejected was that of separating the kids from the adults 
for worship. And yet, adults need a meaningful time of worship and 
fellowship free from the encumbrance of little ones.  
       Our evening in home church begins with a combined fellowship time for 
adults and children. The kids eat together, under our supervision, and then 
play while we eat. In summer months, we may all eat together outside, but 
usually we have separate sittings for the meal. The table isn't large enough for 
14 adults and 9 kids, and the little ones just can't sit still for very long. Feeding 
them first allows all the adults to enjoy a peaceful communion and meal 
together.  
 
Church School 
 
       In our house church we have church 
school. The couple responsible for church 
school that evening exits near the end of 
dinner and corrals the kids for cleanup and 
bible teaching. The structure and content of 
the activities for the children vary from week 
to week. The teachers work in pairs and 
follow a weekly rotation. Not every adult is 
obligated to participate. Currently we have 
four pairs who meet quarterly to brainstorm possible topics and set goals for 
the term. Methodology lies with each teaching pair.  
       While this takes place, the other adults are finishing dinner, cleaning up 
dishes, tuning guitars, and preparing to meet with the children for a communal 
song and prayer time.  
       This is the focal point of the evening for our kids. Here they are singing 
worship songs with their peers, parents, and other adults who have a vested 

So, Whadaya Do With the Kids? 
By Dana Menzies, Wendy Michaelson, & Lisa Miller  

Kids from Hilltop church model a 
lesson from Proverbs. 

The authors of this article, at the time of the writing, were members of Salem Community 
Church a cluster of home churches in in Salem, Mass. For the unabridged version of this 
article which includes some thoughts about church with older children; and for other 
resources that may be helpful, go to  www.home-church.org/voices.html.  
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interest in their spiritual well-being. We 
have watched even our youngest children 
learn about God through music. Sometimes 
a child will share a piece he has learned on 
an instrument or we will all learn a new 
song together. Often their ``joyful noise'' 
with the instruments overwhelms the sound 
of their voices. Each week is different.  
       Home church offers the unique 
opportunity for the church body to become 
involved in meaningful relationships with 
each other's children. It is this prayer time 
that opens the door to service. As Mike senses the tension in one child's voice 
he is led to reach out. The next day he invites the child for a ride in his new 
truck and offers an open ear. We believe that taking time to build these 
relationships will have increasing importance as our children become older, 
especially during their adolescent years. With listening hearts, encouraging 
voices, and willing bodies, prayer time becomes a meaningful interchange of 
God's love.  
        
Have Sleeping Bag, Will Travel 
 
       It makes a lot of sense for any house church with children to meet at night. 
And what kid doesn't like a sleep-over? Only during the first week of a new 
house might the problem of ``who sleeps where'' arise. It soon becomes clear 
which combinations are most conducive to sleep. Older children may read, but 
we say that they must remain in bed.  
       This transition from prayer to bed may take 15-20 minutes. We'd like to 
say that this transition takes place flawlessly in record time with adults 
continuing in song and prayer. Ha, ha, ha. In fact, it's a lesson in flexibility and 
patience. Twenty minutes and a few extra hugs and kisses later we are back in 
song and prayer. We've been here for two hours, and frankly, we want to move 
on to more worship and the adult teaching time.  
       Children are not allowed to disrupt this adult time. In the case of a crying 
infant or toddler, it is the responsibility of that child's parents to handle the 
situation.  
              When home church is over, we simply pick up the kids and head 
home. As our church changes, so do the ways in which we deal with the 
problem of how to give our kids the spiritual food they need while still 
allowing ourselves the time we adults need to be together, focusing all our 
energies on the Lord. We have found no easy answers or pat solutions, but we 
trust that the Lord will guide us, through His nurturing example, in the right 
direction.  

Kids at Southside circle up in the middle 
of a gathering of  the church. 
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Being Prepared for the Unexpected 
Simple churches can make a difference when disaster strikes... 

When a disaster strikes, your community emergency services 
and government agencies may not be able to respond to your needs 
immediately. Their buildings, equipment, personnel, communications, 
and mobility may be severely hampered by the event. They will be 
overwhelmed. In the event you need to evacuate at a moment’s notice 
and take essentials with you, you probably will not have the opportunity 
to shop or search for the supplies you and your family will need.  

Experts warn that you should be prepared to be on your own for 
a minimum of three days after a disaster. One of the most important 
elements of this preparedness is the 72-hour kit for your home or office 
and car. A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items a family 
would probably need to stay safe and be more comfortable during and 
after an emergency. The contents of this kit will vary, but in every case 
it should contain the things 
you need to survive for 
three days on your own. 
Those items should be 
stored in a portable 
container (some suggest 
sealable five-gallon plastic 
buckets) and easily 
accessible—think of 
yourself in a BIG hurry. 
Review the contents of 
your kit at least once per 
year or as your family 
needs change. This list is per person and must be extended out for each 
member of your family. For a basic list of necessary items, you can go 
to visit the Christian Emergency Network (http://www.centoday.com).    

So, what’s that got to do with simple church? Plenty. Such 
preparedness is about being able to care for our own needs so that we 
can land on our feet in times of an emergency and be ready to help 
others. Furthermore, while we are “getting prepared to be prepared” we 
can invite others in the neighborhood, or in our apartment building, to 
join us in assembling the needed supplies…just in case. It is a great 
opportunity to get to know our neighbors, care for them, and to serve 
them.  

Perhaps your fellowship can pray that the Lord will inspire you 
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with creative ways to get prepared yourself and then help your 
neighbors and friends to do the same. Some ideas:  

 
*     Discuss what you would do in a Katrina-like disaster. What are 

your escape routes? Where will you all meet up if your family 
or community is apart at the time of an emergency? Who can 
you call outside of the immediate area to “check in” if you can’t 
get to the rendezvous point?  

*     Have a “disaster party” as a part of a regular gathering and pray 
together for wisdom in becoming prepared. Discuss your plans. 
Maybe, turn off all the lights and imagine what it would be like 
to be without power, heat, or water.  

*     Start assembling extra disaster kits and take them, one item at a 
time over a period of weeks, to friends and neighbors—sealable 
buckets, jars of peanut butter, bottles of water. Tell them you’re 
helping them get started on their disaster kits.  

*     Volunteer to host a block party or be the contact for a 
Neighborhood Watch in your area. Invite friends and neighbors 
over and have a “Disaster Party.  Sign up as an “Anchor Home 
in the Portland/Vancouver Area (visit the SON website below) 

 
      Simple churches may not be flashy and prominent, but every one 
represents a cluster of people who are devoted to living in the world as 
Jesus did, as servants and healers. As part of the missional journey of 
the church we can watch for practical and intentional ways to love the 
world and to love one another. In future issues of Wilderness Voices 
there will be suggestions about things that small group church 
communities can do to contribute to the church of the city, to be small 
churches with a big vision. Simple churches ought not be isolated and 
independent, but servant minded communities committed to sharing the 
truth of the gospel both in word and deed. Simple-church theology is 
much better walked than talked!  

Preparedness Information on the Net 
· SON. Local  Connection ~ http://www.servingourneighbors.org 
· Are You Ready? Guide to Citizen Preparedness ~  
             http://www.fema.gov/areyouready 
· Links and Resources ~ http://www.citizencorps.gov/ready/ 
· Neighborhood Watch ~ http://www.usaonwatch.org/ 
· Red Cross Disaster Services ~ http://www.redcross.org/prepare 



� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 	 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	

6 

      Radical church renewal begins with a new vision of Christian 
relationships in the body of Christ. It begins with the conviction that the 
church should not be a place of casual acquaintances but of committed 
community. It affirms that the church should look and feel, not like a club or 
interest group, but a loving, extended family. 
       Whatever shape community takes in a specific situation, the Bible does 
teach clearly how Christians should live together. Think for a moment. What 
is necessary for people to live like this? People must truly know each other, 
share with each other who they really are. People must spend a great deal of 
time together, living so their daily lives interact closely. People living this way 
communicate regularly, in an atmosphere of commitment, trust, and 
acceptance. They need to be devoted to each other’s growth and well-being. 
       Christian community happens when believers share daily life in pursuit of 
the kingdom of God. Community is a place where all members experience 
fellowship and acceptance because they belong to a web of loving, committed 
relationships. Christian community means living a life of interdependence, 
support, service, communion, sharing, and solidarity with brothers and sisters 
in Christ. It involves celebrating our joys and triumphs as well as struggling to 
move through problems and conflicts toward unity and reconciliation… 
       It is easy to love our dreams about community. It is much harder to love 
the people with whom we do community… Loving real people, and not ideas 
about people, is what Christian community is about. If we … don’t do that, or 
at least learn to do it a little better, our dreams mean little… Christian 
community is made of basic stuff. People who don’t worry about the little 
things because they are too preoccupied with the big things need to be turned 
on their heads—figuratively, and maybe literally. As the scriptures teach, only 
those faithful in little things can ever really be faithful with big things. Before 
we can achieve the impressive and inspiring, the stuff of big dreams, we need 
to get back to the basics. Seeking economic justice in the world only makes 
sense when we treat the people around us responsibly. Sharing the love of God 
with the world is only possible when we first love the pain-in-the-neck we see 
each week.  
       The proverb says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 
29:18 KJV). Great visions keep us moving forward and fill us with joyous 
anticipation. But another proverb, equally true, could be made: “Without the 
basics, our visions perish.” Instead of cherishing great dreams, which damage 
our life together, we need to live together in ways that bring to pass the great 
dreams we cherish.  
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���� ���
The challenge of taking Christian community from vision to reality 

By Christian Smith.  

From Going to the Root: 9 Proposals for Radical Church Renewal. Herald Pbl. 1992. Christian Smith 
is The Stuart Chapin Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the University of North Carolina. 
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Always Eat Together ~ Eating together as a simple church is vital to growth 
and relationship in the body. So much wonderful conversation takes place while 
pouring the water and passing the butter! Some groups do a weekly pot-luck, 
others organize “teams” that share cooking responsibilities every few weeks. 
However you choose to deal with the sharing of the meal, remember to keep it 
SIMPLE—think soup, salad, bread. No banquets (unless somebody’s greatest joy 
is cooking) and don’t be afraid to use paper plates and napkins (pass around a 
plastic grocery bag when the meal is done and deposit the meal debris). Finally, 
everybody helps clean up, even the littlest can carry a saltshaker, or take 
something out to the kitchen. The host family should never have to clean up 
alone. And talk it up! Chatter makes the work more fun! Always share a meal!  

Variety at the Lord’s Table ~ There are many ways to share the eucharist 
(communion; the Lord’s Table). One way we enjoy is “serve the Lord’s table” 
rather than serve ourselves. Have plenty of cups (Dixie cups work fine) and extra 
wine and bread. Darken the room and light some candles. Each member of the 
group takes bread and cup to someone else as the Lord leads. After delivering the 
elements and praying for the one served, the server goes and sits back down and 
waits to be served by someone else. Everyone may be served (or serve) several 
times. Once served, place the cup next to you so others know you haven’t been 
accidentally missed. The group can sing quietly or maybe the host can put on a 
worship CD as communion takes place. 
       Being served and prayed for by a brother or sister in the context of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord can be a deeply moving experience.  

Parking ~ One of the biggest problems facing simple church gatherings 
involves cars. Nothing irritates the neighbors of a house that plays host to a 
simple church more than a blocked driveway. And who can blame them? So how 
about carpooling as often as you can, or make sure that you leave at least one 
space in front of the neighbor’s house (next to their walk or their driveway) in 
case they have visitors. In front of the host’s house is usually fine,  but consider 
the neighbors! “Only one car in front of their place, beside the drive leave a 
space!”  
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prayer 
is available to facilitate prayer and worship.    
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com 

Old Testament Characters ~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of 
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding the connections in the Old 
Testament.  (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net 

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple 
churches and about ministry in third world settings. Galen has traveled 
extensively worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencurrah@gmail.com 

Church Life or Genesis Study ~ Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the 
church.  The biblical “big picture” based on a study of Genesis 3, 6 & 11.     
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org 

Islam & Ministry to Muslims ~ By a brother who has traveled extensively in 
Muslim nations and will share about his journeys and about ministry to 
Muslims.  Info—(503) 287-6905 or CWSCC@summithome.org 

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Intimacy with Jesus ~ Jody 
Mayhew.  Teacher and Women’s Rep for International Renewal Ministries.  
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@prayersummits.net 

Five Fold Ministry Gifts  ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has 
one or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians 4. Leadership ministry is for 
everyone. (360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com 

Kids Fun  ~ Anna Rodgers will bring her puppets to share with the kids in 
your fellowship. Fun and learning for the young ones!  
(503) 771-1249 ~ stretchremark@yahoo.com 

Worship Dance ~ Alicia Tsiorba teaches therapeutic dance and can help home 
fellowships incorporate dance into gathered worship. Tsiorba@hotmail.com 
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Rick and Vickie Crosby ~ Mission Aloha—Oceanview, 
Hawaii 
Clinic project among the Marshall Islander population.  
We are still open three days a week and busy 
in spurts.  We are battling the insurance 
strongholds.  I am constantly reminding myself God is 
our provider.  If we were to rely on anything else,  we 
would fail.  So, we are committed to God and His 
purposes for us.  I learned a long time ago, I woul dn’t 
be truly happy and at peace unless I were with Him.   It 
doesn’t matter whether it is in good times or bad.  Just 
stay with Him.  So, here we are, with Him!    
E-mail: vickie@oceanviewhealth.com  Phone:(808)929- 9425   

Jorge Osorio ~ CVI Int’l ~  Pastoral Training. Church Planter 
   Jorge is a Guatemalan who fled from his 
country in 1975 after being accused of terrorism 
and tortured by the army. That experience led 
him on a search for meaning that ended in 
Portland where he came to faith in the Lord Jesus.  
   Jorge and Donna were privileged to work as 
missionaries in Peru for 15 years. There they plant ed an 
urban church and focused on developing local leader s in 
both urban and rural settings. Jorge works closely with 
The Journey network .  E-mail:JOsorio@CVI2.org     

Jake and Charity Miller ~ Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico 
Work with an orphanage. Donation via: Summit 
Fellowships Box 30835 Portland, OR 97294 ~  
jakeandcharity@gmail.com  
Local Contact: (503) 667-5584  

Ron & Karen Rohman  ~ /�.�/�8��K��/�.�/�8��K��/�.�/�8��K��/�.�/�8��K�� ����
B�	.���+�����
�0;�	#�����������'B�	.���+�����
�0;�	#�����������'B�	.���+�����
�0;�	#�����������'B�	.���+�����
�0;�	#�����������'� ���
Ministry on the streets of Portland  
 
(503) 236-4549  
awakening1s@comcast.net  
www.awakening1s.net 

Dr. Galen Currah~ CVI Int’l ~ Church Planter Training 
Galen served twelve years as a church planter in 
West Africa. He is a social research and church 
planting consultant. His consulting work has 
taken him to countries in Africa, Asia and 
Europe.  E-mail: galencurrah@gmail.com �



11 

� � � � 	 � 	 
 � � � � 	 � � � � 	 	 	 	 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 	 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 	

The purpose of the Jesus circle is to help recover the 
narrative tradition of the faith. Everything said after the 
lighting of the candles should tell the story, either by 
narrative, music &  song, prayer or by personal 
experience. Be careful not to teach. That's not the 
purpose of the circle. Just tell the story. Everything said, 
prayed, sung, or read should respond to these statements: 
"this is what Jesus did," or "this is what Jesus said." 
 
[Seating in a circle] 
�
Prologue (to be read, spoken or paraphrased) 
        In the beginning the Creator made all things. He created in more than one 
dimension. One dimension was infinite and eternal.  We call it heaven. And He made 
a dimension bounded by time and space, which we call Earth. And the Creator made 
creatures unique to each dimension. The creatures of heaven we call angels, the 
creatures native to time and space we call human beings. And thus the Creator was 
like a  Father, having made the two races to live in partnership with one another and 
in submission to Him.  
        But he also made them free and it happened, as it often does among free beings, 
that some thought to rise above their equals and a rebellion broke out in heaven that 
spilled over into time and space. And it came about that human beings turned from 
their Father-Creator and wed themselves to lesser creatures. So began the times of 
darkness.  
        The Father's heart was broken and he vowed from His broken heart that one day, 
no matter the cost, He would reconcile all things to Himself, things in heaven and on 
earth. He announced that He would send the seed to bear His fullness into time and 
space. The seed was born of a woman. He lived among us. We call the seed Jesus. 
        As in all seeds, in Him was life and that life is the light of all humanity. It is 
written,  
 
(Light 1st candle and say) The light shines in darkness and the darkness cannot 
overcome it.  
 
(Light 2nd candle saying) Those sitting in darkness see a great light, and those 
who dwell in the shadow of death see the dawning of a new day. 
 
        We have gathered to share the story of the Light. It is the story of Jesus. I invite 
you to remember the story and tell it.  
 
[Share around the circle, story after story. Take your time. Finish with the story 
of the Last Supper and share the bread and the cup, the Eucharist, together.] 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Jesus Circle 
A participatory celebration of the Lord’s Table 

By Dan Mayhew 
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Beaverton, Aloha, Hillsboro 
Randy Kinnison  ~ randy@thejourneywc.com 
Phone: 503.267.3257   http://www.thejourneywc.com/ 

For Christmas, we will join with the Oregon Food Bank and Love INC of Beaverton to adopt 
families in need. We began a Child Safety Seat mission to the community. We determined 
this was a “GAP” ministry; one in which neither faith-based or secular agencies were very 
involved. Our NW Beaverton House Church is leading this mission. A SW Beaverton House 
Church is assisting Northwest Children’s Outreach.  
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Epilogue [After the bread and cup] 
       On the cross, Jesus, the seed, crushed the rebellion of heaven and earth by 
taking the sins of the rebellious race upon Himself. Three days later His 
resurrection demonstrated His power over wickedness and the Father's victory over 
the rebellion that had separated His beloved creation from Him. Later, Jesus 
ascended into heaven having given this promise: “I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 
       In the mean time he sent His Spirit to be in and among His followers. He did 
not leave us as orphans.  
       And so we wait, bearing the light of the Spirit until He comes. Jesus said,  
 
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.” (Extinguish 1st candle)  
 
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  (Extinguish 2nd candle) 
 
Amen. Come quickly Lord Jesus.  [End] 
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��� Brian and Monica Fletchner 

����� Sunday, 10AM to whenever  �	
���� (503) 777-8088�
�������� pilgrimsband@gmail.com�� ����� www.quiversociety.com 
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Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger  -  Phone: (503) 357-2431 
E-mail: �������	
���
���� ���� ~  themoss@juno.com 
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Epic 1 In N. Portland at Mike & Lisa Morris' - 503 285-6915 Thu. @ 6:30 PM 
Epic 2 In Vancouver at Brent & Melissa Johnson's  360 906-0029 Sunday @ 5:00  

�'&�&�����B��'&�&�����B��'&�&�����B��'&�&�����B�� ���
Rich & Kimberly Hagler 
Maywood Park  
Sunday, 11:00 AM   
(503) 239-3860������ �
richhagler@juno.com )�
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Time: Sunday 5:30 PM�
Phone: (503) 650-9320     ��������� melaniehempel@earthlink.net 
       (503) 656-5236               alo44@Yahoo.com 
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        We've been studying 1 Corinthians for several months, and the Lord has 
spoken to us as a church out of it, as well as to us individually. To wit, this is 
My church (and Church) and none of you has any right to create or allow to 
continue unhealthy space-between-you (aka schisms or divisions) in My 
church. As a result of our study, several of us have been confronting or asking 
forgiveness of or reconciling with other saints with whom there were spaces. 
That's been cool.  
        We continue to be plagued with several serious (and some life-threatening) 
sicknesses. Most of the assembly is either seriously ill, or recovering from 
serious illness, or part of a family with a seriously ill or otherwise very infirm 
member. Prayer is appreciated.  
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  In Alcoholics Anonymous, The 12 Steps are read out loud at every 
meeting. For those of us who are still in detox from programmatic 
Christianity, there is value in repeating what we have said before:  the 
simple church revolution (reformation?) is not about doing conventional 
church in a home.  It’s not “Honey, I shrunk the church!”  It’s not 20 
minutes of singing, 30 minutes of Bible study, 10 minutes of prayer and 
then refreshments—it is not a prepackaged way of meeting.  

OK.  If it’s not about that, what is it about? 
In a word, it’s about listening.  Listening to the Holy Spirit...and each 

other.  
The Holy Spirit’s part:   “He will make everything plain to you…He 

will remind you of all the things I (Jesus) have told you…He will take 
you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is…He will take 
from Me and deliver it to you.”  (Jn 14:26; 16:13-14 Message) 
       Our part:   Listen to the Spirit and do what He says.  (Jn. 14:15) Out 
of our listening comes direction for our own personal lives...how to walk 
with God, how to love our families and friends, how to be salt and light in 
the world.  Intimacy gives birth to fruitfulness in every area. 
       And, out of our listening comes direction for how to be/do church.  
(One more thing that bears repeating – when we say “church”, we don’t 
mean just a weekly meeting.  Rather, it's a group of people we carry in 
our hearts.  In other words - family.)  Out of listening comes that which 
we contribute to the family – a word of instruction, a song, a prophetic 
word, a need to be shared, a non believer to be prayed for, etc.  As well as 
a note to be written, a phone call to make, a person to invite to dinner, 
money to be shared, etc. 
       My friend, Kent Smith, has given us three “centering questions” that 
will help our house churches live this out.  Continually asking and 
answering these questions will allow the life and direction of God to flow 
in and through any house church. In our house church, we begin our 
meeting by answering question #1. in groups of 2 or 3.  
  

1.    What have you heard from the Holy Spirit this week that will 
help or strengthen the rest of us? 

2.    As we are listening to each other, what is the Lord saying to us as 
a family? 

3.    What will we do about this—and how will we help each other? 
~~ 
John White  is the national representative of DAWN Ministries. He lives in 
Denver.  Visit the DAWN website at www.dawnministries.org.  
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The Listening Church 
By John White 
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